























AT
- Lo @

TesT Dr1VE: 2002 LAND ROVER FREELANDER

On Friday, November 2nd, I
was given the chance to take a
preview drive in anew 2002 Land
Rover Freelander, which goes on
sale at the end of November. I
arrived at Plaza Motors at noon for
my appointment and was given a
whole list of items I had to sign and
initial just to be able to get to the
vehicle. Once that was completed,
I'was freely given the keys and told
that I had 15 minutes to drive
wherever I wanted. I then turned
out of the dealer’s lot and went
down Ballas Rd. It was apparent
right off the bat that this was no
screamer. The 2.5 liter Rover
DOHC V6 puts out about 180
horsepower which is a little puny
for an SUV, even as small as the
Freelander. However, it seemed to
have gobs of torque which helped
get it going well, so the short supply
of horsepower wasn’t as noticeable
as I thought it would be. One place
the Freelander excels is the ride.
Very smooth, and steering response
was decent as well. I liked the
leather seats, which were very
supportive and firm.

I'happened to miss my turn for
Hwy 40 so I turned into a parking
lot. I decided to see what the
turning radius was like so I make a
U-turn in the road leading to the
parking lot. As expected, itwasa
bit wider than an MG’s and had to
stop before I went up onto the curb.
I drove onto Hwy 40 pushing it to
get in to traffic. Car & Driver
magazine tested the Freelander as
going from 0-60 mph in 10.2
seconds which is about 2 seconds
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slower than the 3.0 liter Ford
Escape, which is a competitor
despite the fact that Ford owns
Land Rover. Ford also owns
Mazda which has a version of the
Escape so I guess they have a three
pronged attack against such
vehicles as the CRV, RAV4, the
Highlander, and a whole slew of
other new mini-utes. Ithen took it
for anice test on Hwy 270 and was
able to dart in and out of traffic
without a lot of drama. Ithen got
back to the dealership aftermy 15
minutes were up and got a free t-
shirt formy trouble. (I would have
jumped at the test drive without the
t-shirt, but I wasn’t going to tell
them that!)

The Freelander is the first
unibodied Land Rover. Despite its
car-like underpinnings and its car-
like ride, Land Rover made sure
that it lived up to their tradition of
off-road capabilities. The
Freelander has full-time 4 wheel
drive that uses a viscous coupling
unit to divert most of the power to
the front wheels then gradually more
to the rears as traction conditions
worsen. Instead of having an ultra
low gear for going down steep
grades, they make use of electronic
modulation of the

will ever take it off a paved road.
Also, being British made, there
were a lot of little odd touches that
made it endearing to me. The
bonnet release is on the passenger
side. The front cup holders are on
top, and in the center, of the dash.
It will be a long reach for that
morning java; and, if it slips out of
your hand, there will be a hell of a
mess! Overall, I was very
impressed by the Freelander. Until
the new Mini reaches the States,
the Freelander will be the cheapest
made British vehicle for sale over
here at around $25,000.

MIDGET (coNT))

smell, so brides carried a
bouquet of flowers to hide the b.o.

Baths equaled abig tub filled
with hot water. The man of the
house had the privilege of the nice
clean water, then all the other sons
and men, then the women and finally
the children. Last of all the babies.
By then the water was so dirty you
could actually lose someone in it.
Hence the saying, “Don’t throw the
baby out with the bath water.” So
now you know...
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Celebrate The Holiday Season With

The MG Car Club

of St. Louis

Sunday, January 20th

2:00 PM - 6:00 PM at the Historic

Saratoga Lanes i1
2725a Sutton Avenue - 2nd floor
Maplewood, MO

(East of Big Bend & South of Manchester Road by Bobby’s Creole Restaurant)

$15.00 per person

includes unlimited bowling and billards; balls; shoe rentals; buffet: soft drinks- Cash Bar Available

GIFT EXCHANGE OPEN TO ALL WHO BRING
A WRAPPED GIFT TO EXCHANGE
-THAT’S WHY THEY CALL IT A GIFT EXCHANGE-

Keep The Value To About $5.00/Gift !

Open To ALL Enthusiasts - Invite Your Friends!!!

Bring Your Cheque To The Meeting On December 10, 2001
- or Mail to Mike Fishman, 1247 Creve Coeur Crossing Lane
Unit [-Chesterfield, MO 63017

$15 per person. Make Checks Payable To MG CLUB OF ST. LOUIS
As we have to guarantee our buffet - there can be no refunds for no shows!

A portion of this event is underwritten by the MG Club Of St. Louis.

Questions? Day- 636-230-5454 ext 23 Eve- 314-453-0331
E-mail- sultanofsamba@hotmail.com  or the HOTLINE 314-995 TO MG
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Local and Regional Events:

Local events are in bold

December

10" Regular Club Meeting: Main County
Library Branch, 7:30 p.m.

15" Food & Clothing drive for Disabled
American Veterans. Time & location tba.
(314) 995-To MG

January

13" Eagle viewing trek to Pierre Marquette.
RSVP by Nov 30. Cost is $8pp

14" Regular Club Meeting: Main County
Library Branch, 7:30 p.m

20" Annual Holiday party — Saratoga Lanes,
2-6p.m. details tha (see flyer in this
newsletter)
RSVP by Jan. 14" to (314) 995-To MG

21** Tech Session: Electrical Repair. Hi-Tech
Collision Repair, 2618 Woodson Rd.,
7p.m. (314) 426-1600.

[—»

[FOR SALE/WANTED

Ttems will remain in the Newsletter for three months; if you
wish to remove or continue having your item listed, please
contact the Editor or Secretary.

For Sale:

February
11"" Regular Club Meeting: Main County

Library Branch, 7:30 p.m.

18" Tech Session: Body Repair for the Hobbyist
Hi-Tech Collision Repair, 2618 Woodson Rd.
7p.m. (314) 426-1600.

March
11" Regular Club Meeting: Main County
Library Branch (Clayton), 7:30p.m
18" Tech Session: Carb Tuning, Hi-Tech
Collision Repair, 2618 Woodson Rd.
7p.m. (314) 426-1600.
Missouri Endurance Rallye — see
pages 5-6
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1964 Midget 30,000 miles Asking
$3500.00 Bill Teppe 636-928-6513
(10-01)

1978 MGB roadster new carpet set
and fair body shell Asking $1750.00
Mark Shetley 314-603-7139 (10-
01)

1977 MGB, 53,000 original miles
no rust, new top & tonneau, blue

1975 MGB runs good, has rust,
asking $1,000. Roger Russell 636-
561-1181(12-01)

1975 MGB for parts, asking
$300. Roger Russell 636-561-
1181(12-01)

5 main engine with overdrive
transmission runs great $500 each
piece or $800 complete. Five
main engine and overdrive
transmission (yes he has two of
them) engine shows good oil
pressure at startup but we don’t
know much more, o/d transmission
works, $700 for engine and
transmission. Drew Gilmer 423-
5378 (12-01)

O M.G. Club of St. Louis

1958 Morgan Plus 4 Drophead
Coupé. Will trade for MG-TC or
sell outright. Carnation Red,
pressed steel wheels, ground-up
restoration with new wood tub,
stainless steel exhaust, shown with
awards. $22,000. Harry Miltner,
East Wenatchee, WA (509) 886-
0208. shteam@cpucafe.com (12-
01)

MGC automatic transmission &
miscellaneous MGB & GT parts
Dave Bash 636-940-0091 (11-01).

1974 MGB roadster very nice
condition, overdrive, leather seats
and no rust. Asking $4,500. Ken
Biermann 984-9215 (10-01)

C

w/ autumn leaf interior and cassette
stereo. Asking $5500.00 314-892-
7008-or 314-892-9660 (10-01)

1974 MGB-GT (chrome bumper).
Cranberry color, rough body but
runs well (recently tuned up at Hi
Tech after 2 years garaged). 80K
miles. $2,500 obo. Judy Kieffer,
(618) 931-8062 (10-01)

WANTED:

MGB Windshield assembly, Bob
Ash 636-926-8788 (12-01)
Useable convertible top for MGB,
Wes Biermann 962-2101 (11-01)

MGB Windshield assembly, Bob Ash
636-926-8788 (11-01)

For the latest info on MG events, call the MG Hotline at (314) 995 - TO MG
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MG Crus ofF ST1. Louls
P.O. Box 510688
St. Louts, MO 63151-0688
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North American MGB Register

HOUSER FRED
544 WINGING TRAIL LANE

ST.LOUIS, MO. 63131

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

If you see ared check next to your mailing label, this will be your last newsletter.

Please renew now!

Send your cheques to Treasurer Mark SKtley (address is on page 2)

You are invited to join the MG Club Of St. Louis in their

ALMOST ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE-DRIVE

Saturday, December 15th, 2001
To Benefit The Veterans at STEP, INC.

ASSEMBLE AT HI-TECH COLLISION REPAIR

ACROSS FROM THE QUICK TRIP IN OVERLAND
AT 10:30 AM

2618 WOODSON RD.-NORTH OF MIDLAND BLVD,

ASK YOUR FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS AND CO-WORKERS

TO HELP YOU WITH THIS CAUSE.
BRING AS MANY NON-PERISHABLE
FOOD ITEMS THAT WILL FIT INTO YOUR MG
-OR "REAL" FAMILY VEHICLE.

LUNCH TO FOLLOW AT

L chuck-A-surcer

Seagon's
Greetings
anp

BHappy
Petw Pear

From Your
Officers
Of The
MG Club
of

St. Louis






