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St. Louis MG Club Meeting Minutes 

Monday, November 14, 2011 

Llywelynôs Pub, St. Charles, Missouri 

 

Chairman John Mangles called the meeting to order at 
7:32pm.  

Officers present:   

Lee Fox, Mike Fishman, Carolyn Westbay, John 
Mangles 

Attendees:   

Peter Westbay, Rich Berger, Keith Mangles, 
Bruce Hamper, Simon Dix, Robert Rushing, 
Steve Thess, Carol Mangles, Chris Kresser, 
Kathy Kresser, Carolyn Golfin, Bob Bentzinger, 
Charlie Key, Byron Golfin, Ranney Dohogne, 
Gryf Ketcherside, Robert Gunness (sp?), Robert 
Horzman, Richrad Griffin, Bob Bridges, Tom 
Bridges, Sterling Ellis, Fred Houser, Todd 
Brown, Adam Key, Kim Key, Don Gatheman 

New Members or Faces:   

Keith Mangles, but not so new 

Treasurers Report:   

 General Fund $5,004.28 

 Events Fund  $2,845.47 

Old Business:   

Abingdon Trails Rallye held November 5.  Char-
lie Key reported that four cars went from St. 
Louis to Jefferson City to Kaskaskia Island.  
Great ride, good stops with Civil War history, but 
dark and foggy in parts.   

 

Halloween Rallye held October 29.  Rich Berger 
reported that 17 cars ran the rallye over roads 
not used before.  No clues to follow, just random 
numbers to guess.  Only incident was Tom 
Bridgesô car high centering off the edge of the 
road with club members lifting it back on road.  
About 40 people were at the Halloween party at 
Carol & John Mangles afterwards and Walt & 
Donna were the rallye winners.   

New Business:   

Robert Rushing went to the Georgia site where 
the NAMGBR gathering will be held.  Near 
North Carolina border, recommends staying in 
the Knightôs Inn across the street, lots of events 

to be held. Look for details in The Driver.   

 

Sporting Clayôs at  Black Hawk Valley Shooting 
Club on November 19

th
.  Contact John Mangles 

if interested.   

 

Holiday Party to be January 14
th
 at Bullyôs 

Smoke House in Columbia, IL.  $10/ person with 
club subsidizing.  Need monies by Jan. 6

th
.  

Cash bar at 5pm, dinner at 6pm.  $10 rob your 
neighbor and attendance prizes.   

 

Triumph Club Holiday Party December 2
nd
 at 

7pm in South City.  MG club is invited.  $18/
person with $10 rob your neighbor.  See St. 
Louis MG club website for more details.   

 

Bob Horzman motioned to give away five free 
pairs of tickets to the Christmas party, seconded 
by Charlie Key.  Discussion ensued, motion 
amended to either pairs of tickets or extra door 
prizes to be given out.  Club voted extra door 
prizes.     

 

Ranney Dohogne will do the PineWood Derby 
again.  Date TBD in February held at the Gas 
House Grill.   

 

Charlie Key volunteered to map out a Christmas 
Light tour Date TBD.   

 

In March a British Invasion of Missouri Civil War 
sites or History Museum, Date TBD.   

 

Meeting sites for 2012 with discussion of pros 
and cons of library versus restaurants.  Club 
voted to continue with restaurant locations.  
Mike Fishman volunteered to set up locations.   

 

Lee Fox asked for a resolution to have at least 
two club officers registered on all club bank ac-
counts.   Bob Horzman proposed a Standing 
Rule that all accounts of the St. Louis MG Club 
have the Treasurer and the Chairman be named 
as authorized signers on the club accounts. 
Club voted and approved unanimously.   



Lee Fox proposed having a Pay Palôs account set 
up on our two bank accounts for easier payment of 
club dues and activity enrollment fees.  Discussion 
ensued with information that we may already have 
a Pay Pal on one of the accounts.  Topic tabled till 
next meeting.   

 

Endurance Rallye tentatively planned for April 21
st
  

 

British Car Week May 30 to June 5 in Hot Springs, 
AR lots of big events going on  

 

Tech Sessions:   

 Third Monday of each month at 7pm 

 January:  Head light relayôs - John Mangles 

 February:  Read end & Thrust washers - Charlie & 
Adam Key 

 March: Properly polished car, oxidized paint ï John 
Mangles 

 April: TBD Grease & lube proposed, ready car for 
year ï Charlie & Adam Key 

 

Projects:   

 Rich Berger asked about good source for 20/50 oil.  
Advanced Auto has Castrol with $7 rebate get  

 five quarts and filter for $14 

 

 Bob Horzman looking for back trim from inside GT 
to fit MGB GT call 636-227-3449 

 

For Sale/Want to Buy: 

ô78 Midget with lot new & rebuilt, body in good 
shape, 43,000 miles, club price $2,500, passes MO 
state, contact John Mangles for details 

 

ô75 MG B $4,995 35,000 actual miles contact John 
Mangles or Laura Lashley W-636-561-8602 or C-
314-374-3788 

 

Midget parts going to be thrown away, 2 doors, 
boot, fenders, contact John Mangles  

 

ô74 MG B for parts contact Steve Thess 636-233-

1334 

Attendance Prizes:  

 Were drawn, three winners.   

Adjourned:  8:53pm   

 

Respectfully submitted:  

Carolyn Westbay, Secretary  

St. Louis MG Club  

ððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Income/Expense from August to October 2011 

Submitted by Simon Dix 

        

Treasurer's Report 

Submitted by Byron Golfin 

FINANCIAL REPORT (AugustðOctober 2011) 

Beginning Balance:   $3839.48 

Income, Membership Dues  $1165.00 

Expenses;     None 

Ending Balance:   $5004.48 

I am pleased to have served as Treasurer for the past two 
years.  This office has been turned over to the able hands 
of Lee Fox. 

Byron Golfin 
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November Meeting Minutes (contõ) 

/ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ 5ŜǎŎǊƛǇπ
ǝƻƴ !ǳƎ {ŜǇ hŎǘ ¢h¢![ 

Lb/ha9     

!./{ LƴŎ  Ϸ  мΣпмрΦлл   Ϸ  мΣслтΦлл   Ϸ            -     Ϸ  оΣлннΦлл  

hǘƘŜǊ LƴŎ  Ϸ        нлΦлл   Ϸ               -     Ϸ            -     Ϸ        нлΦлл  

¢h¢![ Lb/ha9  Ϸ  мΣпорΦлл   Ϸ  мΣслтΦлл   Ϸ            -     Ϸ  оΣлпнΦлл  
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aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭǎ  Ϸ               -     Ϸ        рлΦлл   Ϸ            -     Ϸ        рлΦлл  

hǘƘŜǊ 9ȄǇŜƴǎŜ  Ϸ               -     Ϸ        нлΦлл   Ϸ            -     Ϸ        нлΦлл  

¢h¢![ 9·t9b{9{  Ϸ     уууΦло   Ϸ  мΣрнуΦмп   Ϸ       нΦлл   Ϸ  нΣпмуΦмт  

h±9w![[ ¢h¢![  Ϸ     рпсΦфт   Ϸ        туΦус   Ϸ     όнΦллύ  Ϸ     сноΦуо  
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 Happy Thanksgiving! I hope yours was as good as mine with friends and family sharing dinner. As 

you are reading this, youôll possibly be eating Thanksgiving leftovers with a loosened belt and maybe a cold 

turkey sandwich. 

 At our November meeting, we voted to have our meetings at various different restaurants around the 

area. The December meeting will be at Three Kings in University City, in the Loop area so keep an eye on 

your newsletter to keep up with the changing locations and addresses. 

 Saturday November 19th was the annual MG Club Claybird Shoot. We had a total of twelve shoot-

ers. Four for the 50 bird range and eight for the 100 bird range. The weather was comfortable but windy. 

The wind made for some interesting flights of the clay birds as well as some challenging shots. There was 

one shooter (sorry, no names) that was a rifle shooter and had never fired a shotgun. I think he was a bit dis-

couraged until he broke his first bird. From then on, the challenge was on. His total for the day was right at 

13 percent. That is pretty good for a first time shoot! I think, for the most part, everyone had a good time 

and look forward to next yearôs shoot.  

 I know that some of you are thinking of preparing to put your car away for the winter. DONôT DO 

IT!!! My feeling is that, in our area, we donôt have harsh enough winters to warrant putting the car away for 

months. Iôm not saying that you should drive in the ice and snow but you can certainly drive in the cold. 

The more you drive your cars, the better theyôll run. Things just go wrong while they sit around. Seals dry 

out, fuel goes bad, moisture collects in the fuel and fuel lines, brake systems will absorb moisture as well. 

Our club has driving events, the Triumph club has their Polar Bear Run in February and Iôm sure there are 

others as well, so forget about putting that car away and get out there and drive.  

  Until next time, Happy Motoring,     John 

Chairmanõs message 
B y  Jo h n  Ma n g le s 
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Spooks in Classic Cars!  
b y  K a th y  K re s se r ;  P r o o f r e a d  b y  An i ce  E t z 

A sunny day with a cool evening was on hand for the MG-sponsored Halloween Drive and Party.  A big round 

of applause to the rally organizers Mike and Stefanie Barnes!  Starting in Fenton at Highway 30 the rally went 

south and the colors were nice considering the warm and dry weather we have experienced this year.  It is an 

interesting challenge when the rally directions are left and right turns but no distances ï one has to really trust 

the rally masters.  I did enjoy the historical comments on the rally sheet about the route. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The roads were two-lane and at one point, Thomas Bridges intended to pull to the side of the road only to dis-

cover a low spot.  His 1972 MGB bottomed out.  The cross member of the frame was sitting on the ground.  

Several people lifted the car back on the road.  Fortunately no one was injured and the car suffered only minor 

scrapes which can be easily re-painted. 

A few of us noted if one were behind Lee Fox in his smoking hot 1973 Triumph TR6, a gas mask was needed 

because of the smoke emitted from the car when Lee decelerated down hills. 

A thank you goes to John and Carol Mangles who hosted the evening party.  The BBQ was excellent comple-

mented by two tables filled with wonderful side dishes and appetizers, not to mention desserts.  A superb 

cheesecake by Sally Dohogne was a hit. 

I saved the costumes for last.  I love the creative ideas. Costumes included:  The Identity Thieves, Quarter 

Pound Burgers (aka Rich and Barb Berger), Superman, Pirates, Blind Referee, and the American gothic couple 

of 1930. 

The holidays are fast approaching -- hope you attend the Triumph and/or MG holiday parties ï both are great 

fun. 
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Elect ron ic  Overdr ive Cont rol le r ,  Part  2  
By Lee Fox  

It seems that the Volvo overdrive relay, as described in the November newsletter, is hard to find or too ex-

pensive, although there is one on ebay for $20 and they are available elsewhere for less than $40. 

So for the price of four junkyard relays (free to $4), a couple of diodes and a bit of extra wiring, everyone 

can have a push-on/push-off overdrive in their LBC. See the diagram below: 

The diagram comes from the12volt.com, an interesting web site with enough projects to keep you happy or 

drive you insane this winter. 

.ŀǧŜǊȅ vǳƛŎƪ /ǳǘ-hũ 5ŜǾƛŎŜ 

ōȅ 5ƻƴ {ŎƘƳƛŘǘ  όǊŜǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŀƭƭȅ Iƻ bƻǾΦ нлммΣ ¢ŀƭƭŀƘŀǎǎŜΣ C[ 

Last weekend I had the opportunity to observe some interesting electrical system failures. The first one oc-

curred in a computer car but the problem could have many of the same effects on an LBC. The victim re-

ceived a new starter, ignition switch, starter relay, alternator, and a starter cable. The culprit was discovered 

after attempting to start the engine on the new starter. The offender was one of those battery cut-off knobs 

you see installed for quick isolation of the battery / electrical system. These things are NOT all of the same 

quality. This one was so hot that the plastic knob melted. The problems were all caused by a very large 

voltage drop across the cut off device.  

Large voltage drop = large resistance = MUCH HEAT = no volts to run stuff = frustrated car owner. 

Moral of story do not change parts until you determine the problem. 
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Spridget 5 -Speed Conversion, Part  1  
b y  B r u ce  H a mp e r 

A few years ago, I wrote an article about the 5-speed conversion in my ó69 Sprite.  You might be thinking, 

ñIs the editor recycling old material?  Are they out of articles in the STLMG news office?ò  In truth, we are 

always looking for new articles.  However in this case Iôm reviewing a new 5-speed conversion kit that Iôm 

installing in the ó59 AH Sprite.  The ó69 Sprite used a Rivergate kit (www.rivergate5speed.com), while the 

ó59 Sprite is being equipped with a kit from Gerardôs Garage (www.gerardsgarage.com).  Having both 

gives me a chance to compare the two kits and to discuss the ease or difficulty of installation.  Moss Motors 

also supplies a 5-speed kit that is based on the Ford T9 gearbox.  Mossô kit comes complete with a recondi-

tioned gearbox and all the parts for the conversion.  It does require some cutting of the transmission tunnel, 

although a new chassis crossmember is included in the kit. It also comes with a higher price tag.   

Both the Rivergate and Gerard Garage conversions use a Datsun 5-speed transmission that was originally 

supplied in the 1979-1982 Datsun 210.  The input and output shafts of these units are 25/32ò with 18 

splines.  The serial number, stamped on the pad on top front of the bellhousing should start with the letter F.  

Although once plentiful, these units are more difficult to obtain as the original vehicles have become 

scrapped or crushed.  These kits (unlike a Moss purchase) do not include the transmission.  So it would be 

advisable to source the transmission BEFORE you by the kit.  Fortunately these units come up frequently 

on ebay.  You might also get lucky at Pick Nô Pull.  The search is a least half the fun!   

Having put nearly 20,000 miles on my ó69 Sprite, I can attest to the smoothness and reliability of the Dat-

sun 5-speeds.  They are significantly quieter than the old MOWOG 4 speed.  You get a synchronized 1st 

gear and, of course, the 5th gear overdrive.  Itôs great for highway driving.  The Datsun unit has been a very 

popular conversion for Spridget owners.  As was amazed to find how many conversions have been done as 

most of the pre-ô75 cars at Spridget 50 (both 2011 and 2008 events) had the 5-speed.  While you can have 

the transmission rebuilt or reconditioned, they are usually reliable enough to be used as is.  The transmis-

sion outlived the Datsun cars, as rust was probably the biggest enemy leading to their demise.   

The two transmissions are re-

markably similar in size.  As 

can be seen when they are 

placed side-by-side, the gear-

shift levers are almost exactly 

in the same position.  The Dat-

sun unit has a somewhat fatter 

bellhousing which leads to 

some problems in the installa-

tion.  The stock starter with the 

Bendix drive is also a problem.  

The MOWOG transmission has 

a  little ócapô for the extension 

in the Bendix drive.  Thatôs not 

present in the Datsun unit, so 

something will need to be mod-

ified!   
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Spridget 5 -speed conversion, part  1  
CONTõ 

Looking at the transmissions from the bellhousing opening shows that some of the important items are in dif-

ferent positions.  The throwout bearing is on opposite sides of the bell-housing.  That will require a different 

position for the clutch slave cylinder and rerouting of the hydraulic clutch line.   

These kits also have a number of items that are optional.  It is important to decide what you need prior to or-

dering so that you donôt have any surprises.  The standard GerardsGarage kit includes the items shown on the 

left, including an adaptor plate, the transmission mounting braket, a new driveshaft yoke, a machined flywheel 

and some other minor items.  You will also need items on the right; a Datsun clutch plate and disk, a speedom-

eter cable, starter and gearshift lever.   

Both kits provide good detail on the website to determine what is needed for your application.  Thus far the 

biggest difference between the two kits is choice of the clutch plate and disk.  The GerardsGarage kit uses 

the Datsun clutch plate and disk, whereas the Rivergate kit used the original Spridget (MOWOG) clutch 

plate.  Rivergate supplied a machined clutch disk to allow attachment to the Datsun transmission spline.  In 

terms of servicing the clutch, I think the advantage goes to the GerardsGarage kit, since stock Datsun parts 

can be used.  Well, thatôs as far as Iôve gotten.  It seems like Christmas came early with all the parts on the 

table.  In Part 2, Iôll cover what happens when you start to assemble the parts!  
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MGB spotted on a recent RS&D Drive (Roadsters, Spyders and Deuces) to the Great River Road. 

What does MOWOG mean? 

 

We have all seen the foundry mark on all the major components of BMC cars, but in the world does it 

mean? 

Here is the explanation according to David Doiron. 

"MOWOG pre-dates the BMC merger. The Morris Garages in Oxford was the birthplace of the "Morris 

Garages Special". 

The name of the shop later became Morris-Wolseley Garages. The name"Morris-Wolseley Garages Spe-

cial" was too awkward of a handle, so was the version "MOWOG Special", so just the initials MG were 

kept and the word "Special" was dropped. 

ALL parts boxes (as well as foundry marks) kept the MOWOG designation since parts went to far more 

cars than just MGs. 

The foundry mark for Austins was the "flying A". 

When the BMC merger took place, there was an effort to use the BMC rosette as the new "marque". It 

succesfully replaced MOWOG on printed materials such as parts boxes, but it never really took hold as a 

foundry mark, and MOWOG remained the most common foundry mark on parts used for the Midget-

Sprite series." 

David Doiron...ex BMC mechanic 



The amazing Flatmobi le  

V O L U M E 2 4 ,  IS S U E 1 2 PA G E 1 0 

This awesome Flatmobile has a jet engine and does 100 mph (160 km/he). Flatmobile recognized by the 

Guinness World 

Records for lowest street legal car. It stands at just 19inches (48 cm) tall. 
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Holiday Party to be January 14th at Bullyôs Smoke House in Columbia, IL.  

$10/ person with club subsidizing.  Send in your reservations by Jan. 6th.  Cash 

bar at 5pm, dinner at 6pm.  $10 rob your neighbor and attendance prizes.   
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Cordially invite 

 

THE ST. LOUIS MG CLUB 

THE ST LOUIS HEALEY CLUB 

 

    TO:  The Holiday Party 

    Time: 7:00 PM 

    On: Friday December 2rd 

    Place: Al Smiths Feasting Fox 

     4200 South Grand 

     St. Louis, Missouri 

    Cost: $18.00 per person 

    For reservations send check  and names of people attending   

    To: Don Huber 

     5457 Potomac Street 

     St. Louis, Missouri 63139 
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