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St. Louis MG Club  

January 11, 2016 meeting minutes 

Llewelyn’s Pub, Webster Groves 
Those attending (names in bold drove a British car to the meeting):  Paul Summers, Lee Fox, Fred Houser, Glenn Ow-
ens, Bob Horzmann, Richard Weisenberg, Bruce Hamper, Karianne Butler, Chuck Demick, Janel Demick, Paul Howard, 
Kathy Howard, Carolyn Westbay, Peter Westbay, Haney Georgie, John Khalil, Mike Templer, Jim Bryne, Samantha Tem-
pler, Andy Ackerman, Justin Ackerman, Walt Murphy, Rich Berger, John Mangles, Marcus Tetzlaff, Bob Bentzinger, To-
ny Duncan, Byron Golfin, Carolyn Golfin, Tom Hurlbert, Don Gatheman, Ben ???.   
 
Meeting brought to order at 7:19pm by Bob Bentzinger, Chairman.   
 
New Faces:  Ben ??? is looking for an MGB; Haney Georgie is looking for an A; John Khalil was there in support of his 
brother, Haney; Mike Templer has a 1979 black Limited.   
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Bruce Hamper reported that the General Fund has $6,528.80 and the Events Fund has $2395.07.  
46 people have signed up for the holiday party, the deadline to sign up is 1/15/16.   
Minutes were read and approved.   
Projects:   

Marcus Tetzlaff – Getting ready for the drive to MG 2016 and so will order a bimini top from a place in Tallahassee, 
FL.  Have gotten good feedback on the tops, they are $200 with $20 shipping.  If anyone else does not have a 
zip out back window and would to go in on ordering one, please contact Marcus.   

Lee Fox – bought a 1979 B on EBay, has 31,000 miles, original factory tires (and air!).  His first B, has more space 
than the Midget.   

Ben – is looking for a project car to turn into a driver.  Preferably a B.   
Richard Wessenberg – MGA – Joe Curdo for floats – dropped into the barrels – ordered another from MOSS.   
Bob Bentzinger – trying to make speedodometer calibrate.  Using cycle computer, will see if can modify to make it 

work.   
 
Old Business  

MG Club in England, our club offered $1000 donation to help support keeping the MG records stored and in good 
shape.  Still looking for how to get the donation to them.  This would help them to preserve all productions rec-
ords from cars way back in the 1930s.   

Our club elected to maintain our membership with the MG Club of England.  We can use our club number for dis-
counts if you would like to purchase something from them.   

Events  
Christmakuh party is 1/23/16.  $15 w/ no gift exchange.  Being held at Mathew’s Kitchen where Del Pietro’s used to 

be.  So far 46 people are signed up.  
Monday, January 18 is a tech session at All British Car Repair on how to buy a car.   



RUBCO – 9:30am at Sunrise Family restaurant on Lindbergh 
February 8th our next meeting will be held at Schlafky Tavern downtown.   
February 14 Triumph Club will be having their Polar Bear run.  It will be a drive to a winery with a catered dinner 

afterwards to celebrate Valentine’s day with your sweetie.  BYOB.   
February 15 Tech Session at Adam Key’s garage.  Will probably be carburetors and will probably be working on a 

TC.   
February 28th Pine Wood Derby, at Sports Café in Bridgeton, on St. Charles Rock Road west of 270 and behind 

Olive Garden.   
March 20 – Terry Fanning Memorial Rallye – Terry was a long time member of the club and was instrumental in 

helping to get Missouri law changed so that cars over 25 years old would be exempted from emissions test-
ing.  St. Louis MG club holds a rallye in his memory each year.  It will be under 80 mile drive, one potty stop 
and will end at some place to eat.  Details to come.   

MG 2016 June – If you have questions ask Robert Rushing or Simon Dix.  Will be held in Louisville, KY.  This is 
the five year event, normally only for MGB’s, this will be for all MG’s and they are expecting 1,500 cars to be 
registered.  The only way to reserve a hotel room at event rates is to register online through mg2016.com.  
St. Louis MG Club will have a group caravanning down, details to come.   

Chicagoland Swap Meet – April 17th is a British car swap meet.  Books / parts / cars.  There will be folks from St. 
Louis going.   

Need ideas for a featured marque for the 2016 St. Louis All British Car show.   
 
Wanted / For Sale  

Paul Howard has a 14’ utility trailer that could be used to haul your car with.   
Richard Wessenberg has wire wheels for an MGA 
Lee Fox has a 1974 Midget project also has nice wheel for early MG or need a hub adapter for a B.   

 
Walt Murphy let it be known that dues for 2016 are due for those that have not paid.   
 
Bob Bentzinger read a good book at Racing History and how it affected the development and maintaining the brand.   
 
Attendance Prizes were won by Walt Murphy, Carolyn Golfin, and Chuck Demick.   
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:04pm.  
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            Photos by Andrew Ackerman 
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Chairman’s Message 
B y  B o b  B e n t z i n g e r  

The 2016 Holiday Party is in the books and according to my infor-
mal survey, it was a success. With a new venue (Mathews Kitch-
en) and a new format (Trivia contest) everything went reasonably 
well. There were some glitches and I sincerely apologize for any 
problems you may have encountered (feel free to let me know 
your ideas for improvement). For my part, I really enjoyed the 
Trivia contest. I especially liked the part of the contest involving 
the songs about cars. Perhaps I enjoyed it a little too much 
(according to some). A few screwdrivers skillfully crafted by the 
resident mixologist can transform an otherwise mild-mannered 
person (Walter Mitty or Jekyll and Hyde?). 

 I would like to thank our events coordinator Lee Fox and helpers 
for their hard work organizing all aspects of the party. I also sa-
lute those adventurous few who drove your LBC’s to the party 

even though there was still a modicum of snow, ice, and the dreaded salt left on the roads (crack on!). 

Although we are entering the heart of meteorological winter, our friends in the Triumph Club will present the next driving 
event, the annual Polar Bear Run on February 14, a worthy (top down) test of both man/woman and machine. For the 
less adventurous, the MG club will present its annual Pinewood Derby at the Sports Café in Bridgeton on February 28 
where only the libations are cold. 

The February 2016 meeting is set for Monday, February 8 at Schlafly’s Tap Room in St Louis. Our February tech ses-
sion is the following Monday at British Cars Restorations and Services LLC covering the topic of SU Carburetors. 

Safety Fast!       Bob 

 

Downshifting with the Editor 
B y  A n d r e w  R .  A c k e r m a n  

 Just last weekend it was 60 degrees at the end of January and I had dreams that winter 
was over. Well, although it was short lived, I did manage to get a couple of good drives in 
and wash the cars.  It sure felt good to put my shorts back on and feel the warmth on the 
back of my legs.  According to the groundhog today, we will have only 6 more weeks of 
winter and  an early spring.  I also heard that the groundhog is right only 38% of the time.  
Maybe wishful thinking, but I feel the worst of the winter is over and the groundhog is cor-
rect.   We should all be happy that we dodged two big storms and people in the southeast 
and north have a lot more to complain about.  Although it may be cold, at least we did not 
have much snow.  Sorry, I don’t’ mean to jinx anything! 

So the driving season starts this month with the SLTOA Polar Bear Run.  Last year, if you 
recall and participated, it was very 

warm and pleasant to drive with the top down.  Hopefully, we will 
have the same and we can all get out and drive.   

This month’s “as seen in the wild”  was again submitted by my 
cohort, Mark Morgan, the Exhaust Notes (Triumph)  newsletter 
editor.  As he was making a test run for the Polar Bear drive he 
spotted this MGB on N. 5th Street on the north side of downtown 
St. Charles.  Wheels are a little rusty but otherwise looks great in 
the sun! 

Safety Fast and Motor On!   

Andy 
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Party Time 

By Kathy Kresser 

 

Connecting with friends over a drink or two and racking our brains for Trivia answers added to the fun and cheer of the MG holiday 
party held on January 23. Starting with a fresh sheet of paper, Lee Fox, the MG Events Chairman, selected a new venue, the second 
level of Mathews Kitchen. The space is intimate and spreads over three rooms. Chef and owner Mathew Unger with his wife Maggie 
Unger made every effort to meet the needs of the MG Club. Then, out with the Rob Your Neighbor gift exchange and in with a Trivia 
contest. Sam Prainito of Arch Rivals Company handled the Trivia event. 
He formulated a few MG questions and the first set of questions had 
answers that started with M G. Another round involved identifying songs 
from a few lyrics. Did you see MG Chairman Bob Bentzinger lip-syncing 
to the music? Hopefully, someone captured the moment on film.  

 

Some comments heard around the party room included:  

 

Veronica Paur of the Triumph Club said, "Lee Fox extended 
such a gracious invitation, how could one say no? It was a 
lovely evening."  

 

Carol Mangles of the MG Club said, "This year was our best attendance yet. The venue, Mathew's Kitchen, provided delicious food 
and a space that encouraged pre-dinner socialization. I thought I would miss the Rob Your Neighbor gift exchange, but the Trivia 
game was lots of fun! Thanks to Lee Fox and his holiday helpers for making this party a great time!" 

 

Rich Berger of the MG Club commented, "Really liked the Trivia - 
just wish I was a little smarter." 

 

Don Huber of the Triumph Club said, "It was a very nice party, the 
food was very good. It was wonderful modifying the evening with the 
Trivia contest. Thanks to the MG Club for inviting the Triumph Club 
members." 

 

Bob Bentzinger had this to say, "A big round of applause to Lee Fox, the MG Club Events Chairman, for a very enjoyable holiday par-
ty. The venue change and trivia contest created a few glitches and much fun! Overall everyone I talked to had a grand time." 
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All photos  by  Andrew Ackerman 

 

 

I connected with Lee Fox and he told me, "I thought the 
party went very well. We had 73 paid guests, which is a 
recent record, although it did make for a 'cozy' evening. 
We took a gamble on the Trivia instead of Rob Your 
Neighbor and it seems to have worked. I heard many 
compliments."  

 

Indeed it was a great night socializing, dining, dreaming 
up Trivia answers and generally enjoying the event. On 
behalf of everyone who attended, we send our thanks 
and appreciation to Lee Fox for his successful planning 
efforts. Till next year.  
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Members of “ Oil Leak” , the winners of the first 
MG Club of St. Louis holiday party trivia contest! 
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Rubco (Retired Unemployed British Car Owners) 

February RUBCO breakfast meeting will be held on 
Friday February 19th, 2016 at the Egg and I 
restaurant  located on 1722 Clarkson Road, Chesterfield, 
Mo.  63017  Try  and meet at 9:30 am.  RSVP to 
uca57mga@aol.com  
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    Annual MG Club Pinewood Derby 
  Feb. 28, 2016, 2:00 pm 
            Sports Café 

3579 Pennridge Dr., Bridgeton, MO 
 
Derby Rules: 

Car must meet Cub Scout Pinewood Derby rules: 
5 oz. max weight 
7 in. max length 
3/8” under clearance 
2 ¾” max width 
Must use Cub Scout wheels and axles 

Previously raced cars can be used if: 
Not a previous winner (new cars encouraged to increase 

excitement) 
There will be prizes issued to the race winners (1st, 2nd, 3rd), to 
the best looking entry, and to the car that needs to go to the 
beauty salon.  The races will be double elimination. 
Come even if you are not racing a car.  Your presence will enhance 
the party atmosphere. 

 

 



2016 

From Rick Ingram:   

 

CHURCHILL DOWNS—Due to the overwhelming popularity of this event, it is now sold out for MONDAY night, June 
13th.  

 

CHURCHILL DOWNS - Wednesday, June 15th – 6pm to 10pm]. Due to the overwhelming popularity of the Churchill 
Downs event, we have added a second opportunity on Wednesday evening - exactly the same as Monday's event. 
 
Our gala cocktail reception will run from 6pm to 10pm at the Derby Museum. You will be free to explore the exhibits 
and take pictures; there will be guided tours of the grounds available which is included in your ticket price. You may 
even have a surprise or two waiting for you!  
 
Please plan on eating a meal before or after your visit to the museum as there will only be lite snacks available dur-
ing the event, with a Cash Bar.  
 
There is limited seating for this event so don’t delay in making your reservation! Cost for this event is only $25 per 
person. There are 418 tickets available as of 1/19/2016  

As of January 25, registration has approached 600 attendees.  
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St. Louis Mg Club Classifieds 

 

 

16’ CAR HAULER / UTILITY TRAILER 
MFG 2.20.15 by Heartland Trailer Manufacturing Inc. 
14’ Long w/2’ Dovetail       Total 16’ Long by 6’ Wide 

   GVWR 7000#  37” Tongue Length 
Tandem Axles w/Electric Brakes             2 – 5’ Ramps 

2 Removable Fenders                            Spare Tire 
For more information contact Paul at 314-752-9122 or phoward557@AOL.com 

For Sale:   

Hard top for a MGA 

Needs restoration. 

Best offer  Call John Lamberg  at 
314-496-4278 
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Technical Session #1 January 18, 2016 
What to look for when you want to buy a purchase a British car! 

All British Car Repair  
John Mangles 

                                                                                     Article and photos by Andy Ackerman  
Some key bits of philosophy when purchasing a car: 
1). Purchase with your head and not with your heart!  Just because a car was just like your first 
car or the same as what your dad had doesn’t mean you should only look only  at that one.  Con-
sider the other types on the market and the condition they are in.   
2). Get the most out of the car with the money you have available.   Just because the car looks 
good on the outside doesn’t mean there are not hidden problems underneath the skin.  Do your 
homework. 
3). If you don’t know you are looking at then hire someone or get someone that does. Paying 
$150.00 to someone to inspect a potential car is money well spent.   
4). If you don’t have the time or skills to do the work, don’t take on a project car.    Obviously if 
you don’t have the time, the project will never get completed and learn skills before tackling a car 
with intensive needs.   
The car utilized for the presentation was a MGB but would be representative of any British car.    
John said to look closely at the body and check for filler.  If there is a lot, then this might not be 
the car for you.  Check doglegs for repairs and quarter panels.  If they are repaired, that can be 
good but make sure the job was done correctly.   Look for dents and dimples in the original pan-
els.  If in primer, use a sand board to check smoothness and amount of primer used.    Check to 
see how many times it has been painted.  Use a magnet and a paint measuring gauge (to be 
measured in mls).  Look to see if seems have been filled in which would indicate a poor job.   
Check to see if the doors line up properly and close without effort with proper locking mechanism.  
On a MGB, check for the “crack of doom”, which is on the door frame near the drivers mirror.  It is 
caused by vent/window not being aligned with the windshield which causes a stress fracture.  If 
unchecked the crack will continue. 
Inspect front fenders for rust.  Some surface rust is ok but obvious holes are not acceptable.    
Use a mirror to view areas that cannot be seen and inspect for pitting.    Feel edges of the fender  

                                                                                       Photo by Bob Bentzinger 



 
and look to see if it has been replaced.  If done well, there should be no change in thickness.  Be 
careful since some edges may be sharp from corrosion.   
On the hood, check for alignment and look at lines for evenness.  Inspect seals between headlight 
and fender.  Also use magnet in hood to check for filler. 
The engine bay should be neat and tidy.  If everything (including wiring) is all one color (usually 
black) then the seller might be trying to hide something.  If wiring is one color this could be bad 
since all wiring is color coded in order to trace lines and resolve problems and would indicate a 
poor wiring repair.   Blue tape is ok for wiring and original but never any use of wire nuts.  It may 
be cheaper to replace the wiring harness than spending time to resolve mysterious wiring issues.  
On doors and bottom of body panels, look for bubbles in corners.  This indicates a breakdown in 
the paint due to rust underneath.  If seems are smooth and filled in then it may be indicative of a 
cover up which is usually rust.  Use a flashlight and check along bottom and near mud guards for 
rust.   Look for scaling and bubbles.  Rustproofing (Ziebart) is ok if done properly and not done on 
parts that were already starting to rust.   
Examine the suspension.  There should be bounce, but if the car travels is like a pogo stick, then 
suspension is worn and needs to be replaced.   Inspect the bushings to see if they are cracked and 
worn.   Also check the rack boots for proper fit.  If missing or torn, this could indicate damage to 
underlying parts.   
Jack up a front tire and wiggle tire.  If severe movement, the kingpins need to be replaced for 
$800-$1000.  Regular wheels and aftermarket are ok.  If wire wheels, jack up and rotate wheels.  
If loose or “clunks” than splines may be worn and spline hubs should be replaced.  On wire wheels, 
run a screwdriver on wheel to hear “tink and tonk” as the screwdriver tip moves across the wire 
spokes.  If the wheels “ thunk” or sound dull, the spokes need to be replaced or tuned.  This could 
be very costly and might be more prudent to replace wire wheels.   
Pull back the floor mats and check floors for rust or wetness.  Take similar steps in the trunk.   
Check the driver’s side trunk lid for cracks and damage due to closing the trunk lid improperly. In-
spect back panel for dens or inside rot.  On the outside check for filler (plastic).  It is difficult to 
check but top of fuel tank can rust.   
John Mangle’s Key Vehicle Inspection Points 
Body work and paint:  All body panels should fit well and doors should open and close nicely.  The 
paint finish should be very smooth and have a very nice gloss. The underside of the car is to be 
clean and appear to be in maintained condition.   
The trunk should have original tools/jack and proper spare. It should also be clean. 
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Interior and Instruments:  The interior must be close to original condition with no rips, cracks and 
tears.  All of the instruments and switches will be in working order.   
The convertible top should be clean and working properly without rips or tears.   
Mechanical and Engine bay:  Engine should start easily and be in running order.  Muffler should ex-
haust properly and free of holes and cracks.   
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    THE MG Club       of St. Louis 

Mon Feb 8 
2016 

MG Club of St. Louis 
February Meeting  

6 pm for eats  

Meeting starts at 7 pm 

The Schlafly Tap Room  

2100 Locust Street 

St. Louis, Mo.  63103 

Sun Feb 14  
2016 

SLTOA Polar Bear Run 

Meet at Lewis and Clark 
Boathouse by 10:00am. 

Drive through St. Charles 
County  

Finish at Hickory Ridge Clubhouse 

100 South Willow Grove  Court  

St. Peters, Mo. 63376 

See page 7 inside newsletter for details 

 

Monday Feb 
15 2016 

 Winter Tech Session #2 

SU Carburetors  -  How 
they work, How to tune 
them,  and Troubleshoot-
ing.   

British Car Restorations and Services 
LLC. 

2338 North Lindbergh Blvd 

St. Louis, Mo.  63114 

   

 

Sunday Feb 
28  2016 

Pinewood Derby 2:00 pm 

Design, carve,  and paint! 
Get you models ready!  
New Location.   

Sports Café  (new venue) 

3579 Pennridge Drive 

Bridgeton, Mo.  63044 

Sun March 20 

2016 

 

Terry Fanning Rally  

 

  

Details to follow 

Check www.stlouismgclub.com  

Mon March 21 

2016 

Winter Tech Session #3 

7 pm 

Topic to be determined. 

All British Car Repair 

2618 Woodson Rd.  

Overland, MO.  63114 

      

Mon March 14 
2016 

MG Club of St. Louis 
March Meeting  

6 pm for Eats 

7 pm  Meeting Starts 

Main Street Brewing Company 

4204 W. Main Street 

Belleville, IL  62226 

 

For updates and the latest details, visit the STLMG Club Website at: www.stlouismgclub.com 



Name Address Phone E-Mail 

Bob Bentzinger 
Chairman 

1129 Hudson Road 

St. Louis, Mo.  63135 

(314) 524-6128 chairman@stlouismgclub.com 

Bruce Hamper 
Treasurer  

132 Wildwood Lane 

Kirkwood, Mo.  6122 

(314) 822-4831 treasurer@stlouismgclub.com  

Carolyn Westbay 
Secretary 

2124 Sunset Lane 

High Ridge, Mo. 63049 

(636)376-0064 secretary@stlouismgclub.com  

Lee Fox 
Events Chairperson 

12855 Big Bend Blvd. 

Kirkwood, Mo.  63122 

 

(314)-821-1295 events@stlouismgclub.com 

Club Officers & Support Roles 

Walt Murphy 
Membership Coordinator 

9101 Appomattox 
St. Louis, Mo.   63123 

(314) 503 1125 membership@stlouismgclub.com 

Andrew R. Ackerman 
Newsletter Editor 

36 Arundel Place 

St. Louis, Mo. 63105 

(314) 406-4171 editor@stlouismgclub.com 

Registrars Name Phone E-Mail 

Pre-war Bob Horzmann (636) 227-3449 Pre-war@stlouismgclub.com 

T-Series Charlie Key (314) 428-9335 TSeries@stlouismgclub.com  

MGA/Magnette Glen Owens  (314) 352-3847 mga-magnette@stlouismgclub.com 

MGB/MGC Robert Rushing (314) 614-4671 mgb-mgc@stlouismgclub.com 

Spridget Bruce Hamper (314) 822-4831 spridget@stlouismgclub.com 

Cars In Boxes Walt Murphy (314) 645-1665 carsinboxes@stlouismgclub.com  

Other Marques Byron Golfin (314) 469-7146 othermarques@stlouismgclub.com 

FOR A FULL LISTING OF UPCOMING EVENTS, CLASSIFIED ADS, AND MUCH 
MORE GO BROWSE OUR EXCELENT WEB SITE AT:  

http://www.stlouismgclub.com/ 

Just click on this link to go to the web site 

"The St. Louis Metro Gazette (SLMG)" is a publication of the MG Club of St. Louis and remains the property of the club. It is published monthly and is provided free to 
members in good standing and to officers of other British car clubs upon request. "SLMG" solicits articles from members and other sources. Opinions expressed here are 
not necessarily those of the Club, Club Officers, or the staff of the newsletter. Technical information is believed accurate, however, any repairs or mechanical advise is 
attempted at the readers own risk. The Club, Officers, or newsletter staff will not be responsible for any misinterpreted or incorrect technical information. If in doubt, 
consult with a certified technician. Articles may be reprinted by other car clubs provided that credit is given to author and “SLMG” 

P A G E  1 5  T H E  S T .  L O U I S  M G  M E T R O  G A Z E T T E  



"The St. Louis Metro Gazette (SLMG)" is a publication of the MG Club of St. Louis and remains the property of the club. It is published monthly and is provided free to members in good standing and to 
officers of other British car clubs upon request. "SLMG" solicits articles from members and other sources. Opinions expressed here are not necessarily those of the Club, Club Officers, or the staff of the 
newsletter. Technical information is believed accurate, however, any repairs or mechanical advise is attempted at the readers own risk. The Club, Officers, or newsletter staff will not be responsible for 
any misinterpreted or incorrect technical information. If in doubt, consult with a certified technician. Articles may be reprinted by other car clubs provided that credit is given to author and “SLMG” 

 
 
Web Site: www.stlouismgclub.com 
Editor E-Mail: editor@stlouismgclub.com 
 

THE MG CLUB OF ST. LOUIS 

On the lighter side!          It is still winter!       By Bob Bentzinger 

The February General Meeting of the St. Louis MG Club will take place on  
Feb 8th after 5:30 pm at The Schlafly Tap Room  2100 Locust Street St. 
Louis Mo.  63103.  Meeting starts at 7:00pm.  Come early to chat with old 
friends, make some new friends and enjoy the fine food and beer.    

 




