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St. Louis MG Club 
Monthly Meeting Minutes 

March 14, 2016  
4204 Main Street Brewery, Belleville, IL  

 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:13pm by Bob Bentzinger, Chairman  
 
Members Attending: (Those in bold drove a British car to the meeting) Janel Demick, Chuck Demick, Kathy Howard, Paul Howard, Pat 
Downey, Glenn Owens, William Fox, Marie Fox, Ray Moot, Eric Nelson, Gary Hayes, Robin Hayes, Lee Fox,  Bob Bentzinger, Bob Bridg-
es, Andrew Bridges, Rich Berger, John Mangles, Carol Mangles, Jim Morris, Don Gatheman, Justin Ackerman, Andy Ackerman, Ranney 
Dohogne, Jim Byrne, Samantha Templer, Mike Templer, Tom Bridges, Pete Westbay, Carolyn Westbay, Robert Horzmann, Stanley Wag-
ner, Jim David.   
 
New Members:  Stanley Wagner has a green 1970 MGB 
 
Treasury report:  Membership has $3030.34 and Events has $1273.26 
 
Minutes read and accepted with one correction; John Mangles is LOOKING for not selling side vent windows for an MGB.   
 
Projects:   
Bob Bentzinger has started his MGB-GT project, started taking it apart.   
John Mangles working on a 1972 B Roadster with chrome bumpers, got new ones from Moss.   
Lee Fox, the 1979 MGB he bought has been started and run around the block in time for the Easter Car show.   

 
Past Events 
Polar Bear Run – nice day, no bathrooms on stops, about 25 cars with about 5 MGs there.   
Tech Session – Adam Key put on a good session with SU carburetors covering what they do and how they function and then installing 

one on a diamond in the rough car.     
Pinewood Derby – had 18 cars, Sports Café worked out nicely.  Byron Golfin was first place winner, write up on website and newslet-

ter  
Looking for ideas for a new location for Pinewood Derby for next year.  Must be able to accommodate a 35' track.   
Our club membership with the England MG club has been renewed.  Bob Bentzinger has the club number if you are planning on or-

dering anything from them, so that you can get the member discount.   
$1000 donation to the MG museum has finally been received and acknowledged.  They did have a staff change issue that had to be 

worked out first.   
Name tags are here for those who ordered them.  Name tags come free with your membership and can be ordered through Bob 

Bentzinger.   
All British Car Show, decision was made to order T-shirt incentives for the first registrants.   

 
New Events 
Terry Fanning Memorial Rallye will be this Sunday starting at 10am meeting in Dierbergs at Town Center on Manchester road.  Will 

drive to Franklin and back to Llewelyn's for lunch, about 60 miles.   

 Photos by Andy Ackerman 



RUBCO will be at Sunrise Family Restaurant.  There will be a raffle for those that attend, those that drive a British car will get two 
entries.  This Thursday at 9:30am.   

Tech Session #3 will be this Monday at John Mangles and will go over valve adjustment.   
Easter Car Show in Forest Park – 25 already registered.  Meet at Lindell Bank at 8:15am, will leave at 8:30 sharp to drive over as a 

group.   
Meeting April 11 will be held at the Corner Bar & Grill in Clayton at Clarkson.   
MO Endurance Rallye will be April 16th and will have a Civil War theme.  There will be both a long and short rallye offered this 

year.  Meet at Westport Plaza Bread Co, check website for times.   
April 18 Tech Session will be at Adam Key's and will be on detailing and getting ready for summer driving.   
MG2016 has 700 cars already registered.  The show will be on June 16th.   
Fling in the Spring is still TBD.   

Buy-Sell  
Lee Fox still has three grill badges if interested.  $35 each.   

Attendance Prizes were drawn.   
Meeting adjourned at 7:43pm  
Respectfully submitted,  
Carolyn Westbay 
Secretary  
St. Louis MG Club  
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            Photos by Andrew Ackerman 
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Chairman’s Message by Bob Bentzinger  

March has marched on. We had an enjoyable drive (in the snow) on the 
Terry Fanning Rally, an informative tech session about adjusting/
tinkering with our cars, and another great Easter Car Show in which the 
MG Club bested our LBC friends in the Triumph Club for most cars in 
attendance (there were 50 LBC’s total!). During a bit of self-reflection this 
month I realized that I am an owner. Let me explain. Incredulous as it 
may sound, until recently I still had possession of every car I have ever 
owned save one. That one car is one I wish I still had. It was a 1963 F85 
Oldsmobile which I drove in grad school.  It had the small aluminum 
block 215 cube V8 coveted by the MG fringe that drop such lumps into 
their MG’s to convert them to fire-breathing monsters. To convert or not 
to convert, that is the question (apologies to the bard). I decided that 
even though I wanted to restore my 1974 MGB which I bought new (see 
Jan. issue), I have made some changes which might upset the purist. I 
have regaled many with my tales of the search for and use of LED (light 
emitting diode) lighting. When I had the seats recovered (by a well-
known professional), I used GT seat covers instead of Roadster seat 
covers because the former have cloth back and seat surfaces which I 

find more comfortable. I also got a non-original top (a SUNFAST top with a zip out rear window) both for aesthetics and comfort. My 
thoughts were along the lines of “what changes might have been made to the MGB had it remained in production”. This modification 
process is an intensely personal thing and I cast no stone. Years ago when I first joined the MG Club of St. Louis, we had our annual 
show at Plaza Frontenac. I will always remember one incident involving a modification to an MGB. A man whose family auto dealer-
ship sold MG’s in Illinois, entered his MGB roadster in the show. It was green with wire wheels. It was a well presented car and I was 
glad he had entered it. The modification was a change in color of the wire wheels to a part of the spectrum not often seen on British 
cars…but it too was well done and for me it worked. But I was taken aback by the virulent reaction of some to this change. “What a 
travesty!” said one. “This car should not be allowed on the show field” decried another.  I believe that was a turning point for me. I 
have believed since then in a more inclusive ideal for the MG, “The Marque of Friendship”. If the tradition of MG is to be passed 
down, it must, like all things, evolve. Is the originality of the cars the most important thing or is it our friends who drive, maintain, and 
personalize them? I hope we can offer acceptance to all who love and enjoy LBC’s.This month we present our annual Missouri En-
durance Rally, our premier driving event of the year. Our monthly meeting is Monday April 11, 2016 at the Corner Pub and Grill. Our 
final tech session of the year will be presented on Monday April 18, 2016 at British Cars Restorations LLC. I hope to see you at one or 
more of these events. 

Safety Fast !  Bob 

 

Downshif t ing with the Editor  
By Andrew R.  Ackerman 
I just completed my winter project  of gutting the interior of my 1979 MGB and then pro-
ceeding to recover and rebuild (with new foam) the seats, sound deadening the interior, 
and installing new carpeting.  Too bad I did not have the top on in time for the Easter Car 
Show but eventually my car was not needed to seize the cup!  Much of what I completed, 
I learned from  some of the technical sessions that are held in the winter months, which 
emphasizes  the point of how in incredibly  important they become.  For some, the rebuild-
ing of the cars is a routine procedure but for others, such as myself, the lessons are most 
rewarding and necessary.   I also took away a great feeling of accomplishment and a new 
found respect for our readers that do more than just  the interiors and complete a total 
restoration of a car.  Whoa, what a lot of WORK and I should add,  a lot of expense.  I 

really want to thank those that helped me with their advice, that gave me their replacement LEDs for the radio console
( as I had it apart for the carpeting) and lent me the tools to get the job 
done properly.  To me that is the real spirit and essence of being associ-
ated with a great group of people that are excited about their cars and 
generous with their time.   Hopefully, someday, I will be in a position to 
return the favor to a new group of enthusiasts who will carry on the tradi-
tion.   

Again, a submission by Mark Morgan for “as seen in the wild”,  is a 1956 
MGA photographed at Bates and Virginia south of downtown St. Louis.   
Apparently the car was in tow and the rear end locked up .  Sadly, the 
car may be destined as a parts car.   

Motor on and Safety Fast!     Andy 
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3rd Technical Session 3/21/2016 

Adjustments and other tips! 

All British Car Repair 

Article and photos by Andy Ackerman 

Before making any adjustments on the car, check for vacuum leaks with carb cleaner 
or brake and parts cleaner.  Spray around manifold, base of carburetors, throttle shaft, 
vacuum advance and hose and vacuum connections.  Make sure you idle up and 
down as you spray.   Any change in idle speed may indicate a leak and needs to be 
addressed prior to any further adjustments.  Extreme care must be taken when using 
flammable materials and wear safety glasses.  

Compression check- Pull all the spark plugs out and check for any soot or oil depos-
its. #2 two plug for the front carb can indicate whether lean or rich and #6 for back 
carburetor.  This would also be a good time to check for spark plug gap with a feeler 
gauge to proper specifications for your car. Use a compression gauge and thread by 
hand into the first cylinder.   Work from front to back or 1-4.  Engage starter and count 
to 10 revolutions.   Consistency and evenness is critical.  There should be no variance 
of 10% of average.  Obviously, if there is a major difference further investigation is re-
quired.   

Valve adjustment- Some clatter is ok, and too little noise may indicate that the valves 
are adjusted too tight.  Properly set, the engine should sound like a “sewing machine”.   
Make adjustments hot or cold but much easier to work on a cold engine.   Use a feeler 
gauge to proper specifications of your vehicle and make sure the gauge is not too 
tight and not “sloppy” loose. On a MGB, the gap is .015.   Apply the rule of nine (9) for 
4 cylinder cars.  #1 rocker arm is compressed then ad-
just #8 by tightening or loosing nut, #2 rocker arm 
compressed and adjust #7 rocker arm and so on 
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Technical session #3 continued 
Check the rocker arms to make sure that they are all rising at the same height.  Much 
of the adjustment is feel, experience and finally technique.   

John then proceeded to show how to adjust the brakes and indicate some areas of 
concern to inspect.  Sometimes when a car is towed into the shop, the tow truck driv-
ers will crush bake lines with their tow hooks which may not be apparent until you find 
out it is impossible to get the brakes to work.  He also says it may be easier to gravity 
bleed brake lines versus having someone pumping the brakes.  Other tips included 
using a vice grip to lock the phalange against the wheel cylinder when putting on an E 
clip.   

Many thanks to All British Car Repair and John Mangles for an interesting technical 
session. 



P A G E  7  V O L U M E  2 7 ,  I S S U E  4  

I 

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

 

   

According to Road and Track Magazine, of the the “10 cool classic cars that are perfect 
for a collector on a budget” , the MGB-GT is number seven on the list.  From  Road and 
Track, “ The BMW Clown Shoe is a collector’s dream, but those cars have gotten in-
credibly pricy lately.  For a shooting brake on a budget, look to the MGB-GT instead.  
We wouldn’t blame you for picking the drop-top version of the MGB, but the  GT is the 
one for us.”    

Secrets of the MGB 

By: Jonathan A. Stein   and  Hagerty online. 

With almost 400,000 MGBs built over the course of 18 years, you’d think that there would be very little left that the entire world didn’t know about 
MG’s most prolific model. 

Of course there’s no secret when it comes to the engine, transmission and suspension, which were heavily based on those of the MGA. And, it’s 
equally well known that unlike the MGA, the MGB used unibody construction. But here are a few things you probably didn’t know. 

One of the reasons the engine bay of the MGB was so wide was to accommodate the Twin Cam cylinder head of the MGA Twin Cam. But many 
development and reliability problems sent BMC scurrying away from the powerful but problematic engine. 

The MGA coupe works development car, registered KMO 326, served as a high-speed test bed for the MGB’s revised front suspension and disc 
brakes. 

A disproportionate number of early MGBs destined for North America were finished in Iris blue, a light blue shade carried over from the MGA. 

Although the MGB/GT design was prepared by Pininfarina, the original concept for the car came from MG General Manager John Thornley, who 
conceived the fastback as a poor man’s Aston Martin. 

Although North American-bound MGBs received a new padded dashboard without a glove box beginning with the 1968 model year, UK market 
cars continued on with the less-yielding metal dashboard. 

[Hagerty's MGB Buyer's Guide] 

There are plenty other little bits of trivia about the MGB that might not necessarily be considered secrets.  For the North American market, 1969 was 
the first year of reclining seats and the last year of leather seating surfaces. In 1973 and 1974, U.S. market B/GTs received fabric upholstery, while 
roadsters used vinyl.  And of course there were those unsightly rubber bumpers that were introduced in mid-year 1974 as the most expedient way to 
meet new 5-mph crash regulations. The solution to meeting the new federal headlight requirement was even less elegant: raise the ride height until 
the lights were legal. It didn’t do much for the handling, but the car continued to sell until the bitter end in 1980. 
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                                             Winter Technical Session #2 
British Car Restorations and Services LLC 

2338 North Lindbergh St. Louis, Mo.  63114 
On Monday February 15, Adam Keys held a tech session on HS carbure-
tors.  The first part discussed dismantling carburetors and identification of 
the various parts.  A nice handout illustrated the various types of carbure-
tors and had exploded  pictures.  Adam emphasized that before doing any 
work on the carburetors you must first do a full ignition tune up, adjust 
valve clearance and make adjustments, and finally check timing.  It would 
also be a good time to make sure your fuel pump is working properly.  The 
second part of the session involved an actual hands on experience where 
Adam corrected and adjusted  faulty carburetors on a MGB GT. 

 

Many thanks to Adam Keys and British Car Restorations and Services 
for a fine presentation.                Photos and article by Andy Ackerman 



2016 

 From Rick Ingram:  676 registrations  as of 5:46pm CDT today (3/29/2016) 
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         St. Louis Mg Club Classifieds 
FOR SALE- 1979 MG MIDGET   Been in my possession since 1995 at which time I 
purchased this little classic in Stony brook New York from the original owner with 
only 9003 miles registered. The mileage is now only 35000 miles, color is original 
blue, with black top and tan interior, near new tires, original radio and  luggage 

rack. Runs really well. Reason for selling must reduce number of cars due to space. 
Best offer  Call Len 321 752 0737  lcopoold@hotmail.com  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.Original, correct, complete set of TC side curtains---             3) 

2.New Tompkins steering gear kit for TC/TD.  

3. Collection of misc. new/used common parts including an origi-
nal, correct, working C-45 lucas generator, 22amps.  4 powder 
coated knock-off nuts, Oil filter and element, door and window 
hardware,  Wire wheel hubs,  wiper motor and mechanics. Some 
of these items are difficult to find.  

Frank Buono     270-991-4767 N92gd@aol.com                     

1)                                                                                                  

 

                 2) 
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Annual MG Club Pinewood Derby 

Ranney Dohogne provided the track and procedure for an exciting Pinewood Derby on Feb, 28, 2016.    The 
event was held at a new venue, the Sports Café  in Bridgeton, Mo.   

The results:   First Place-Byron Golfin                            Best Looking Car– Raney Dohogne             

 

 

 

 

  

2nd Place –Marcus Tetzlaff                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

                                    Car that needs help– Rich Berger 

3rd Place—Liam Breeden 
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Terry Fanning Memorial Rally  
On Sunday March 20th,  Bob Horzmann was the rally master for a spectacular and well planned 
drive  through St. Louis County and beyond. Simon Dix, Lee Fox and Bob Bentzinger were on hand 
to participate.   As you may recall, Terry was a long time member of the MG Club of St. Louis and 
was deeply involved in getting  Missouri legislation  changed so that cars over 25 years old would 
be exempted from emissions testing.  Photos by Lee Fox and Bob Bentzinger 

The weather was more worthy of “ The Polar Bear 
Run”  but Lee Fox said the drive was  excellent 
and unfortunate that too few showed up.    
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British National Meet 2016 

The 5th annual British National Meet will be held June 3 and 4, 2016. This year the 
event is moving to a decommissioned SAC Air Force Base, now known as The  Ar-
kansas Aeroplex, in Blytheville Arkansas and will be joining  two other huge auto-
motive events. 

British National Meet will be celebrating British Car Weeks 20th anniversary. Mass 
drives, parties, car shows, speed events and a live band are all part of this years Na-
tional Meet.  The best news of all is registration is FREE!!! For more information on 
The National Meet and all the other FREE stuff for British Car owners visit 
www.britishnationalmeet.com 

British Car owners will also get free admission and a police escort to the Cars and 
Cycles Against Cancer Car Show (CACAC)on Saturday June 4. Hundreds of fantastic 
cars on display all to help raise money for the American Cancer Society. Dennis 
Gage from TV’s “My Classic Car” and Montana the Pin Striper will be there. You can 
learn more about the CACAC Show on Facebook at Cars and Cycles against Cancer. 

The first ever Arkansas Mile will also take place on the Aeroplex during the National 
Meet. The Airport is home to a two mile long runway. Cars are coming from all the 
United States to see just how fast they can go.  Spectator Admission is FREE to Brit-
ish Car Owners and a special VIP tent is being set up on the finish line for us Brits. 
We are expecting several McLarens and a Lotus or two to participate.  The Arkansas 
Mile can be found at www.usmileracing.com 

 

 

"Ever notice that the Lucas logo is a blown fuse?"    - submission by Lee Fox 
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    THE MG Club       of St. Louis 

 Mon April 11 

2016 

MG Club of St. Louis 
April Meeting 

6 pm for Eats 

7 pm Meeting Starts 

Corner Pub and Grill  15824 Foun-
tains Plaza  Chesterfield, Mo.  63017 

636-230-3400 

 

 Sat April 16 
2016 

 

 

Missouri 
Endurance Rally 

12 and 24 hour version 

 

7 am meeting at the St. Louis Bread 
Company at Westport.   

 

Civil War Sites in Missouri 

 Sat April 16 
2016 

First Cars and Coffee of 
the Year! 

8:00—10:30 am 

 Westport Plaza  I 270 and Page Blvd. 

Across from McDonalds 

 Sun April 17 
2016 

20th Annual British Car 
Swap Meet and Autojum-
ble   8-2 pm  

DuPage County Fairgrounds, Wheaton 
IL.  Info at www. Britishcarswap.info. 

 

 

Mon May 9 MG Club of St. Louis 
Monthly Meeting 

 TBD  see www.stlouismgclub.com 

For details 

Sat May 14-
15  

Fling in the Spring TBD  see www.stlouismgclub.com for 
further details 

Mon Jun 13– 
17 

MG 2016 All Register 
Show 

Louisville, Kentucky 

See details on page  9 

  .  

Mon April 18 
2016 

St. Louis MG Club Winter 
Tech Session #4 

 British Car Restorations and Services 
LLC.  2338 North Lindbergh.  St. Louis, 
Mo 63114 

Detailing your car and getting it ready 
for the driving season.   

 

For updates and the latest details, visit the STLMG Club Website at: www.stlouismgclub.com 



 

55th Annual Concours D’ Elegance Easter Car Show in Forest  Park  
The repaved and improved upper Muny parking lot was the site for the annual British 
Leyland attendance challenge on Easter Sunday March 27 after the show was can-
celled last year due to construction.   The trophy was retained by the MG Club of St. 
Louis with 28 cars on the field and only 22 for the St. Louis Triumph Owners Associa-
tion.   Although the morning was crisp and sunny, the threat of rain loomed in the late 
afternoon.  It was quite a good showing for the MG Club of St. Louis and British Ley-
land, who clearly dominated the presence from other clubs.   
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Name Address Phone E-Mail 

Bob Bentzinger 
Chairman 

1129 Hudson Road 

St. Louis, Mo.  63135 

(314) 524-6128 chairman@stlouismgclub.com 

Bruce Hamper 
Treasurer  

132 Wildwood Lane 

Kirkwood, Mo.  6122 

(314) 822-4831 treasurer@stlouismgclub.com  

Carolyn Westbay 
Secretary 

2124 Sunset Lane 

High Ridge, Mo. 63049 

(636)376-0064 secretary@stlouismgclub.com  

Lee Fox 
Events Chairperson 

12855 Big Bend Blvd. 

Kirkwood, Mo.  63122 

 

(314)-821-1295 events@stlouismgclub.com 

Club Officers & Support Roles 

Walt Murphy 
Membership Coordinator 

9101 Appomattox 
St. Louis, Mo.   63123 

(314) 503 1125 membership@stlouismgclub.com 

Andrew R. Ackerman 
Newsletter Editor 

36 Arundel Place 

St. Louis, Mo. 63105 

(314) 406-4171 editor@stlouismgclub.com 

Registrars Name Phone E-Mail 

Pre-war Bob Horzmann (636) 227-3449 Pre-war@stlouismgclub.com 

T-Series Charlie Key (314) 428-9335 TSeries@stlouismgclub.com  

MGA/Magnette Glen Owens  (314) 352-3847 mga-magnette@stlouismgclub.com 

MGB/MGC Robert Rushing (314) 614-4671 mgb-mgc@stlouismgclub.com 

Spridget Bruce Hamper (314) 822-4831 spridget@stlouismgclub.com 

Cars In Boxes Walt Murphy (314) 645-1665 carsinboxes@stlouismgclub.com  

Other Marques Byron Golfin (314) 469-7146 othermarques@stlouismgclub.com 

FOR A FULL LISTING OF UPCOMING EVENTS, CLASSIFIED ADS, AND MUCH 
MORE GO BROWSE OUR EXCELENT WEB SITE AT:  

http://www.stlouismgclub.com/ 

Just click on this link to go to the web site 

"The St. Louis Metro Gazette (SLMG)" is a publication of the MG Club of St. Louis and remains the property of the club. It is published monthly and is provided free to 
members in good standing and to officers of other British car clubs upon request. "SLMG" solicits articles from members and other sources. Opinions expressed here are 
not necessarily those of the Club, Club Officers, or the staff of the newsletter. Technical information is believed accurate, however, any repairs or mechanical advise is 
attempted at the readers own risk. The Club, Officers, or newsletter staff will not be responsible for any misinterpreted or incorrect technical information. If in doubt, 
consult with a certified technician. Articles may be reprinted by other car clubs provided that credit is given to author and “SLMG” 
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Web Site: www.stlouismgclub.com 
Editor E-Mail: editor@stlouismgclub.com 
 

THE MG CLUB OF ST. LOUIS 

On the lighter side!        

The April General Meeting of the St. Louis MG Club will take place on Mon-
day April 11th 2016 at The Corner Pub and Grill located at 15824 Foun-
tains Plaza in Chesterfield.    Meeting starts at 7:00pm.  Come early to chat 
with old friends, make some new friends and enjoy the fine food and beer.    

 

What does it take to get you home when you have a 
fouled fuel line and tank?           You “ MacGyver It”!   
Congrats to the owner who was clever enough to made it 
home! 


