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February
Meeting will
be held on
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Paul will be
sending out
the notice
in an e-mail
soon.
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Local Members in the Media

There have been multiple members getting national
attention this past month:
First, Ray Moot:

"My Son, Scott Moot has been one of the illustrators of the popular TV show,
“Bob’s Burgers” since its inception over 11 years ago. As the background
animator he is frequently required to come up with ideas for cars to be in a
certain scene. He recently showed me how he had used my 1949 MGTC in
one of the scenes from two seasons ago. The episode was called "Bed, Bob
and Beyond" and it was the 13th episode of Season 9. This was a three-part
story and was based on Bob’s three kids making up a kind of Romantic
Comedy movie story that takes place in London. The Muffin shop behind
the TC is a recreation of Bob's Burger building, but located along the
Thames river in London. Scott says, “This was a really fun show for us, all
around. And it was the episode that they originally had me develop a new
background style for, to use when the kids were telling their story”.

Second, Robert Guiness wrote a great article for Moss
Motoring about adventures in an MGA on the road.
Third, Bruce Hamper is sharing valuable information as the
Early Midget/Sprite Registrar in the MG Driver published
by NAMGBR.
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The January mee ng was insightful.
Minutes from Club Secretary, Bob Horzmann

St. Louis MG Club Monthly Meeting Minutes January 11, 2021

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 by Paul Summers.
Paul gave theTreasurer’s report that we have $7829.04 in the account. The
monies used for the Holiday light tour that was not spent has been returned to the
account. The net cost of the event was $70. As approved last month $250 was
sent to the St. Louis Food Bank. This was later increased by a further $290
donated by individual club members.
There was an update on the upcoming membership list. We currently have
101 members. There are still 15 to 20 members to be contacted and re-enrolled.
New business items included an update on the production of our virtual tech
session. Filming was to be done and the video shared on January 18th. A Zoom
meeting was planned as a follow up.
The Triumph Club Polar Bear Rally is scheduled for February 21th, so watch
for more information. Topics for future tech session were discussed with Bob
Bentzinger presenting information on converting your MG to LED lighting. The
Pinewood Derby has been delayed until warmer weather so we may be able to
meet as a group. Much to our delight some of our members have received their
first vaccine shot for COVID.
Projects continue:
1. Rich Berger found 26R group batteries, the correct size for MGs, at Walmart;
2. Paul Summers' wiring harness is delayed because of Covid Lockdown in
England;
3. Ben Geers' engine is back from the machinists;
4. Larry Thompson's MGB is nearing completion;
5. Ray Moot may have and friend’s MG-TD for sale. Watch for updates;
6. John Perkins continues to upgrade his Magnette by working a limited slip
differential.
We had a request to record the members logged in to the meeting. So with
apologies, if either missed spelled on left out is a list: Paul Summers, Andy
Ackerman, Bruce Hamper, Byron Golfin, Jim Myles, Jim Vivian, Larry Thompson,
Lee Fox, Ben Geers, Tom Hurlbert, Rich Berger, John Mangles, Glen Owens,
Roger Douglas, Ranny Dohogne, Ray Moot, Chris Kresser, Bob Bentzinger, John
Perkins, and Lane Palmer. Please forgive me if I have either forgotten you or
changed your name.
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Events Calendar

For a complete list of Club Activities, visit our website: StLouisMGClub.com
Monday, February 15, 2021, 7:00pm, MG Club Meeting
Monday, February 22, 2021, 7:00pm, MG Tech Session
Sunday, March 7, 2021, 1:30pm, MG Club Pinewood Derby
Monday, March 8, 2021, 7:00pm, MG Club Meeting
Monday, March 15, 2021, 7:00pm, MG Club Tech Session
Saturday, March 27, 2021, 10:00am, MG Club Annual Terry Fanning Rally

by Roger Douglas
Hi everyone,
Happy New Year!! I am sure most all of us are glade to see the year 2020 in our rear-view mirror. So,
here's to 2021 hoping things will be better.
The drive through Tillis Park to view the Holiday lights was good and the weather cooperated, a little cold
but, hey it is wintertime. I will be thinking of what to do for this new year. Please send me your thoughts on
what you would like to do this Christmas.
January the 17th was our Winter Thaw drive, the winding roads, hills and valleys, what a challenge. The
roads were smooth, and most roads were paved not too long ago. The drive started out at a BP station,but
there was not a pit stop until we ended the drive back at the BP station. I do not know about the rest ofyou
guys and gals but that was too long for me. At our next meeting we need to discuss this issue. The
weather was good when we left, but at the end of the drive it started to snow. It was warm enough to get
everything wet. Thanks to Bob Horzmann and his wife Sharon for setting this up. This drive was the Best.
January the 14th we filmed our first Tech Session, Preparing Your Car for Winter Storage. You can view
this video on YouTube at the stlouismgclub.com site. We viewed the Tech Session January 18th and did a
Q and A session on Zoom after the viewing of the video. I believe there around 30 members in attendance
on the 18th. I want to thank you folks for taking the time to check out the Tech Session and giving us some
good feedback. I also want to thank the following club members: Bob Horzmann, he wrote the script and
did the presentation in the video. Bruce Hamper filmed the session, edited the video and put it on
YouTube. Lee Fox furnished and set up the lighting, and a big thanks to Paul Summers for allowing us to
film in his heated garage. And of course, Bob Bentzinger and I were there for moral support.
We are planning to do another Tech Session video on the 27th of January and another for the end of
February. We will keep you posted on when these will air on YouTube.
Due to the Pandemic most events have been put off to a later date this spring or summer. We will keep you
informed as we go forward into 2021.
Thanks to all our members for staying safe and out of harm's way. Please any suggestions you would
send my way will be appreciated. I am thinking 2021 must be better than the year we just ended.
MASKUP AND STAY SAFE!!!
Roger
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By Paul Summers

Well, it’s February, 2021 and we are still in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.
However, we are starting to see a light at the end of this long tunnel; the vaccine has “started”
to be distributed; a few of our members have either received their first dose or have
preliminary appointments for theirs; and we have renewed emphasis from the federal
government to get the job done. So, in the interim, please continue to be careful and wear your
mask.

This month we shot our first virtual YouTube Tech session on winterizing your car.
Many thanks to Bob Horzmann for his excellent job as MC and Bruce Hamper as videographer
and editor. You can see the video on our St Louis MG Club channel on YouTube.
We also produced and shot our second virtual tech session on garage safety and tools.
This video should be on YouTube by the time this month’s newsletter is published. We are still
looking for additional subjects for virtual tech sessions, so please forward any ideas to me at
chairman@stlouismgclub.com.
On 17 January, we had a Winter Thaw Drive. I did not attend (Chiefs were playing) but
everyone indicated it was a terrific event, with more than 12 cars. Thanks to Roger and Bob for
working the route.
This month we also re-confirmed our annual affiliation with NAMGBR. And lastly,
thanks to the work of Lee Fox, Steve Cross, Tom Hurlbert and others, we now have a pretty
good list of active (dues paid) members, addresses, emails and cars. The next step is to print
and publish a paper roster for distribution to all active members.
And finally, can anyone identify this car? If you can, send me a note.

THE ST. LOUIS MG METRO GAZETTE

PAGE

January Photo Challenge

Photo by Robert Guiness

Photo by Andrew Ackerman

Driving challenge
for February:

Photo by Glen Owens

Photo of your car in
any type of Valentine's
Day Setting
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I got a lot of excellent content this month to build a great newsletter. Thank you for your
submissions! Through January, I was still recovering from the December accident, so the only
real workI did was 'parts acquisition.' I finally got the camshaft, lifters and multi-keyed timing set
for the V8, and I got word that the porosity of the casting for my heads were causing major
problems for finishing them, but TIG welding has cured those ills. I also got the 'fish mouth grille'
that I've wanted for the V8 Project. I know a lot of people didn't care for the look of the recessed
grille on '70 to '72 MGBs, but I always thought they looked great. As soon as I can figure out a
safe way to add some heat to the garage, I want to start spending an hour a night working on
projects.
I did get my new Tesla Model Y on 23 January and during our latest bit of snow found that dual
motors, all-wheel drive is excellent for handling and traction. The only thing I'm not happy with is
Tesla changing all the bright work to black. I'm going to have to add chrome myself.

Rodent Protection
from Roger Douglas

The Zoom meeting we had last week we talked about rodent problems while
storing your car for the winter. I am told this product works great:
Mouse Magic
This product comes in about 4 inch porous burlap bags full of dried corn
impregnated with either peppermint or spearmint extract. They supposedly last about
3 months. The bags can be reused by dousing them again with the extract.
Thought you could send this out to everyone in the news letter.
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MY MG
A Short Story by Dan Hayes
Years ago, noted moto-journalist, Peter Egan, was doing a book signing at a Road
America vintage car race. Knowing he couldn’t gracefully ignore me, I presented two articles
that I had written: the first titled My First MG. Four pages of single-spaced typing. The
second I ghost wrote in Peter’s name titled My First Miata – “Turned key, drove off.” Every
MG is a story. This is mine. My dad and I were standing the in pits at Road Atlanta
when a well-used MGB-GT drove by. Dad turned to me and said, “That’s what every guy
needs, a $1,000 MGB-GT.” The seed was planted. My thinking was, “Perfect car, only if it
went faster.” My good friend, Ken Biermann had cracked the code. He built a V-8 from the
rotisserie on up. It took him 13 years. I have the utmost admiration for those who
single-handedly can replicate the work ofthe entire Abington Assembly Line workforce.

I followed Ken’s decision-making every step of the way; taking notes on the essential
bits that make up a complete car. Shortly after Ken gave me a test drive in his brilliant effort,
he passed away from cancer.
At age 62, I did the math and started looking for an unfinished MGB-GT project. I
have this theory that the shortest way to a drivable V-8 is to find a frustrated second owner.
The first owner does the heavy lifting, preparing the shell and making it into a roller. Then
frustration with the details set in and the project is passed to the Number Two guy. Eagerness
is ground into exasperation as all of the minute details that make the car a runner become
frustratingly hard to connect.
After observing Ken work on his project for thirteen years, I knew the configuration I
had in mind. I also had the sense that if I hoped to live long enough to enjoy driving it, I
would need a head start.
My long time friend, a motorcycle buddy, Tim O’Brien, had moved to Atlanta. He
heard that I was looking for a V-8 project and gave me a call. He had been helping on such a
project (the second owner) and it was almost completed. The owner had embarked on a new
project and was motivated to sell the V-8 before his wife found out that his hobby was taking
on epic proportions.
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I called the owner to discuss the car. He immediately apologized that there were very
few MG bits left in the car. I have always felt that the MGB-GT was a wonderful design
executed by graduates of the Joseph Lucas School of Engineering. No apology was
necessary.
The car he described, with few exceptions, was my dream car. It has the Rover V-8
engine, the Triumph TR-8 gearbox, Chevy S-10 rear end, Fiero seats; the list went on. He
had pretty much checked all the boxes I had in my mind’s eye as to my perfect MG. Tim
drove the car to St. Louis in March 2008.

Recently retired, John Mangles maintained the car over the years. Always there to
pick up the pieces, like when I put manual transmission fluid in the TR-8 transmission,
which has an oil pump requiring ATF (John rebuilt the transmission). Bob Bentzinger was
kind enough to completely rewire the car. The previous owner had wired the car for show.
When it wouldn’t go, electrical problems were impossible to diagnosis. The coup de grâce
was Bob’s LED conversion of most of the lighting system.
After thirteen years, my MGB- V-8 dream project is complete. Wait… tap, tap, tap.
Is the gas gauge not working?
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By Simon Dix
For most of 2020, I had been debating getting new tyres (tires). For one thing I
subscribe to the theory of replacing tires based on age and I frankly don’t care what the
tread looks like. Why? Because I’ve seen enough stories of MGBs being found upside
down in a ditch on the side of the interstate because of tire blow outs. The tread looks
OK but the tire is not OK, and people drive to say a national convention for example
and use the interstates to get there running the speed limit on 20-year-old, or older, tires.
For me, if they are 8-10 years old, they are being replaced
and mine had a date code of 0111 (1st week of 2011).
Secondly, I thought an alignment would be good as I had done a
steering rack boot replacement at some point, and despite
counting the tie rod rotations closely, I could have been a bit off
as there did seem to be some tire wear on the outer edges.
However, 2020 was “special” as we all know and with no big
cross-country trips planned, my humming and haring went on
most of the year and no action was taken, until late
November/December.
I had not been a NAMGBR member for a while but via a
gift from Robert Rushing, I am re-joined and he kindly gave me
an MG Driver magazine from Sept/Oct 2020. Perusing this I
came across an article on Road Force Balancing from my friend
Rick Mills in Kansas City. This really piqued my interest and
the short version is that he was able to get a great road force
balancing service at Santa Fe Garage in Independence MO and
it solved an annoying vibration issue. They have Hunter Engineering top end equipment
and my friend Mike Barnes, who works for Hunter here in St. Louis, also knew of the
garage and said I would be very happy with the outcome.
So, what does a road force balancer actually do? As described by tirereview.com:
Road force balancers, in addition to performing a traditional spin balance, measure
both the wheel and tire by pressing a large roller against the tread of the spinning tire.
The roller applies 1,200 to 1,400 pounds of pressure to simulate the weight of the
vehicle on the tire as it rolls down the road.
A computer in the machine, along with various sensors, determines variations of
tire stiffness, radial runout and anything in the tire’s construction (such as
inconsistencies in the belt package) that would prevent the tire from rolling smoothly
when it is weighted by the car. By measuring both the wheel and tire, the road force
balancer tells the technician where to move the tire around on the wheel until the
effective high spot of the tire (when it is rolling on the car) matches the low spot of the
wheel – a more sophisticated method of match mounting.
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So, I ended up talking to Santa Fe Garage and spoke with Greg Smith and it
quickly became apparent they were going to be great to work with and are “car people”.
Greg had owned MGBs in the past. I made an appointment for December 8! This gave
me some time to complete my purchase of tires which I did on TireRack.com (a first for
me but local choices of 14-inch tires are extremely limited). Although I could have had
them dropped shipped to Santa Fe Garage, I got them delivered to me as (1) I wanted to
have them with me in case I had any weather issues getting to Independence and (2) I
wanted to check the date codes on the new tires. For my MGBs I won’t accept tires as
new if they were manufactured more than 6 months before I buy them, since I will never
do enough mileage to wear out the tread and replace based on age. My tires came
through very quickly via UPS and that gave my delivery man a change from dropping off
the usual boxes. I was also very pleased to see the date code on all 4 tires was 2420. I
was all set.
I had taken the day off work and made an early start, being on the road about 5:30
am to ensure I’d make the appointment time of no later than 10 am. It was a lot colder,
and foggier in the middle of Missouri than when I set off, but with a couple of short
stops, I made it to Santa Fe Garage in good time.
We got started right away with the car up on a lift and a very thorough check of
the suspension, and steering rack, since problems here will impact the ride smoothness
and the alignment.

Nothing major found other than maybe a little wear in the driver’s side
tie rod. Next up was the tire install and balancing. Each wheel is
tracked/numbered from where it comes off the car and then each tire is
removed, new installed and the balancing performed. The numbering
becomes important as the best results from the balancing go on the front
wheels and the worst result tire/wheel pair will go to the passenger rear.
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Socially distanced and masked the whole time I was
able to watch the entire process and try to understand
everything as it was being explained to me. Frankly a good
conversation and something that happens when a car
enthusiast is doing the work, it’s not a job to them, it’s a
mission. For a couple of my wheels/tires it was necessary,
based on the machine findings, to rotate the tires on the
wheels. This required marking the positions and then
breaking the bead and making the adjustment to put the tire in
a specific position on the wheel. There were not, fortunately,
any major issues with my wheels (rims) being out of round or
buckled/bent.
To see the Road Force Balancer in action, view a short video via this link:
https://1drv.ms/v/s!ArubOijRxNUWrzcqeo2xqu8mwaRP
As you may be able to see from the results sheet, the best tire goes on the driver’s
front and we work our way around to leave the worst at the passenger rear.

Last up was the alignment check, which was fairly routine, given there is only the
one adjustment possible, Toe. This was also achieved with Hunter equipment, and once
done all that was left to do was a quick road test to make sure all was OK and that the
steering wheel remained straight, as it should be by using a device to keep it in position
during the alignment.
Everything was fine and I left about 12:30. I had brought some lunch with me and
stopped briefly in the main square and enjoyed some sunshine that had appeared. I then
made my way home and stuck to the Interstate as far as Warrenton, before getting off to
some backroads to test some cornering at speed. I was a happy camper! Additionally, I was
home early enough to then head out for the club Holiday lights drive at Tilles Park. All in
all, a very good day and very happy with my experience at Santa Fe Garage! I am sure you
can find shops with this equipment more local but this was a fun adventure and I now have
a really smooth ride.
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Classiﬁed Ads
Simon Dix is clearing out his Garage
For Sale

MGB Roadster interior boot/trunk carpet kit. This is brand new from Moss part number 242-850 in
black. All the pieces are there. Retails for $220 but selling for $190. Pics show the wheel cover
with MG Logo, main floor piece and part number info.

For Sale

Genuine Nardi 14 inch wooden steering wheel in immaculate condition. Includes a mounting
adapter for a 1977 or later MGB (part number 4240). Selling both for $295.00.

For Sale

Genuine Nardi 14 inch wooden steering wheel in very good condition. Includes a mounting
adapter for a 1970-1976 MGB. The adapter has the brass ring for making the horn connection.
Selling both for $245.00.

Contact

Simon Dix on 636-542-8141
or simondix@outlook.com

THE ST. LOUIS MG METRO GAZETTE

PAGE

Classiﬁed Ads
1969 AH Sprite

The time has come to sell the 1969 AH Sprite.
The Sprite was purchased in 2006, restored
with a complete unibody rotisserie restoration
and finished in a Dupont “Warp Speed Blue”.
Every nut, bolt and component was removed,
cleaned, rebuilt and/or replaced. There were
lots of upgrades to improve driveability. It’s a
proven show winner and long distance driver.
-rebuilt 1275 engine bored 0.020”
-Blue interior with matching leather seats.
Pattern copied from original seats (Southtown
Upholstery)
-Custom mahogany dash with earlier Sprite
tach and speedo
-Datsun 5-speed tranny
-Electronic Ignition
-Aluminum radiator

-Modern Radio (hidden under passenger side
dash)
-added Oil temp gauge and clock
-aircraft style switches on dash (very
dependable!)
-fog lights
-Valve job and no-lead head installed in Spring
2020
-Well maintained

The result is a Luxury Sprite!
Asking $8000
Contact Bruce Hamper
Kirkwood, MO
314-822-4831
brucehamper@gmail.com

Act Fast before this beautiful
Sprite goes on Bring-A-Trailer!
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Classiﬁed Ads
John Lore is 'retiring' from the car hobby
and is selling what's left in his garage.

John can be contacted at 314-729-0044 or text at 3145462351,
his email address is: jlore26@outlook.com

These are a few of the
items John is selling.
He has restored
multiple AH3000s
and has parts for them
as well as a lot of trim
fasteners and other
small parts that are
common to both MGs
and Healeys.
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Classiﬁed Ads
Barn full of MGs and Parts

I have a couple dozen MGAs MGBs and GTs for sale along with racks and racks of parts.
Each car is in a different state of disrepair. There are engines and transmissions for each car.
Most cars have titles. Parts include doors, hoods, bonnets, seats, dashboards, wheels, tires,
steering wheels, lights, trim, door cards, etc. I would like to get $1,500 to $2,500 per car, BUT this
is negotiable. Included in the price for each car, you get your pick of parts from the racks to help
you with your project. If you need an individual part, let me know and I may be able to help you
out.
NO REASONABLE OFFER WILL BE REFUSED, I NEED TO MAKE ROOM FOR NEW
PROJECTS
If you have any interest, please reply by email, craigmoncey@hotmail.com, or call me, Craig
Moncey, at 314-913-3100.

Warning: From Larry Brown (the original owner of these cars and parts):
Yes, there is a dispute about the MG cars and parts. The fellow that I originally sold them to still owes me over
$7,000 on them and without paying me what he owes me, sold all of them to Craig Moncey. Craig Moncey knows
about the money that is owed to me but is still trying to sell them anyway. My attorney and I are in the process of
filing a lien on all the MG cars and parts. Whoever buys these MG cars and parts will no doubt lose their money, but
also the cars and/or parts. I don't want to see or hear of anyone getting burned on the MG cars and/or parts. Thus far
it has been rumored that he has already sold some cars and parts.
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Web Site: www.stlouismgclub.com
Editor E-Mail: editor@stlouismgclub.com

PARTING SHOTS
Winter Events from the Gateway Relay
21 Feb 21—Annual St Louis Triumph Owners Association Polar Bear Run, come
on along the Triumph faithful’s traditional first drive of the season, dating to 1983.
Details to follow, monitor www.sltoa.org in the meantime.

Save the Date!

19-27 Jun 21—Hemmings Great Race. This year’s event is coming through our neck of the
woods, with a lunch stop in Rolla and overnight stop in Cape Girardeau on 21 June. Keep an eye
on https://www.greatrace.com/ as the rally develops and https://www.visitcape.com/greatrace/for
planned events in Cape. (thank you, Mark Morgan)

Champagne British Car Festival 2021
As you recall, we were forced to cancel CBCF 2020 with hopes that we would be able to resume in 2021. While we
all hope that COVID will be soundly defeated by late spring, there are still many concerns about the possibility of
contamination among large gatherings.
While a final decision has not been made, it is highly unlikely that CBCF 2021 will be held. We have, however,
reserved the David Davis Mansion grounds for the weekend of June 5-6, just in case we have a miracle reduction in
spread. At most, there would be a remote possibility of an open-air one day show without the special events or
awards typically associated with our Festival. We fully intend to resurrect CBCF 2022 next year.

THE ST. LOUIS MG METRO GAZETTE

17

Club Oﬃcers & Support Roles

Name

Address

Paul Summers
Chairman

Cell phone: (314)717-7287

Phone

E-Mail

Home:

Chairman

(636)536-6606 @stlouismgclub.com

16217 Cancun Circle
Drive Wildwood, MO
63040

(314)698-6657

Treasurer
@stlouismgclub.com

412 Glenmeadow Drive,
Ballwin, MO 63011

(636)227-3449

Secretary
@stlouismgclub.com

5211 Heege Rd.
Affton, MO 63123

(314)578-4132 Events@stlouismgclub.com

Tom Hurlbert
Membership

Membership
409 Spring Valley Court (314)565-7749
@stlouismgclub.com
Chesterﬁeld, MO 63017

John Perkins
Newsle er Editor

431 Gunnison Gorge Dr
Wildwood, MO 63011

(314)378-0967 Editor@stlouismgclub.com

Registrars

Name

Pre-war

Bob Horzmann

(636)227-3449 Pre-war@stlouismgclub.com

T-Series

Paul Summers

314)717-7287 TSeries@stlouismgclub.com

MGA/Magne e

Robert Guinness (573)898-5864 mga-magne e@stlouismgclub.com

MGB/MGC

Marcus Tezaﬀ

(770)596-2127 mgb-mgc@stlouismgclub.com

Spridget

Bruce Hamper

(314)822–4831 spridget@stlouismgclub.com

Cars In Boxes

Walt Murphy

(314)645-1665 carsinboxes@stlouismgclub.com

Other Marques

Byron Golﬁn

(314)469-7146 othermarques@stlouismgclub.com

Steve Cross
Treasurer
Bob Horzmann
Secretary
Roger Douglas
Events Chairman

Phone

E-Mail

FOR A FULL LISTING OF UPCOMING EVENTS, CLASSIFIED ADS, AND MUCH MORE,
BROWSE OUR EXCELLENT WEB SITE AT:

h p://www.stlouismgclub.com/

