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The October Meeting
will be held on 11 Oct.
at Bar Louie
(barlouie.com), located
at 105 Chesterfield
Valley Dr.,
Chesterfield, MO. We
have a nice outdoor
venue to use between
5:30-8:30pm. If it rains
and we need to move
inside, we have the
ability to do so.
There is one caveat:
The Manager has asked
that we display as many
classic cars as possible.
She intends on
highlighting the event
on social media to help
draw additional crowds
to the bar. So please
drive your classic car, if
possible.
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Is This The Future?
Retro-EV.com is
converting
MGAs into EVs.

Photo courtesy Retro-EV

Photos courtesy RBWEVCars
RBWevcars.com are building
completely re-engineered EV
versions of the MGB and
MGB-GT.
We'll explore these MG
'variants' next month.
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Minutes for the September 15th
Meeting and Stuffing Party

Up Coming Activities

This will be a shorter minutes than
usual. We forgot to send around a signup
sheet. This was because of the nature of
the evening. Not only did we have a
rescheduled meeting but we prepared the
packets for the upcoming car show. Pizza
was delivered and consumed rather
quickly and the process of stuffing packets
began at 6:28. In 18 minutes the members
present completed the task.
Paul Summers called the meeting to
order at 7:03. He asked to change the
addenda to suit both the car show and the
nomination of officers for the October
elections.
We had a treasurer’s Report from
Steve Cross indicating that current
balance totaled $9564.37 in the club
account.
Paul reviewed the schedule for both
the picnic and the car show. Luckily, we
have many people who work to bring
enthusiasts these events.
Nominations were made for the
October elections. They are; Andy
Ackerman for Chairman, Roger Douglas
for Activities, Bob Bentzinger for
Treasurer, Bob Horzmann for Secretary,
and Paul Summers for Membership.
Elections will happen at the October
Meeting. Nominations may still be made at
that meeting.
To promote the car show, several
members drove to the headquarters of
Channel 2 News and displayed their cars.
Bruce Hamper presented and the video
was broadcast on Friday the 17th. Paul
Summers recorded the program as shared
with the members.
Club Secretary,
Bob Horzmann

For a complete list of Club Activities,
visit our website: StLouisMGClub.com

by Roger Douglas

Hi folks,
Compared to September, October, might
look a little boring.
2nd October: National Drive Your
Magnette Day (pertains mainly to the
Newsletter Editor)
11th October: Regular MG club meeting at
Bar Louie, located at 105 Chesterfield
Valley Dr., Chesterfield, MO. Traditional
American cuisine is on the menu.
•
5:30pm social
•
6pm dinner
•
7pm meeting (including elections
of new officers)
16th October: Fall Wine Tour.
(Details to follow)
30th October: Halloween Drive. (Details
to follow)
RUBCO will meet this month.
(time ,date, and place will be posted later)
Hope to see you on the road,
Roger
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Chairman’s Message
Hi all……
What a great month.
On 15 Sept., we hosted our annual “stuffing
party,” and also held our monthly meeting
at The Place in Chesterfield. I believe we
had one of the largest turnouts in Club
history. We had lots of fun and discussion,
plus some pretty good pizza.
On the morning of 17 Sept., Bruce Hamper
with is Bugeye Sprite, Lee Fox with his
TR-6 and me with my MGA, participated in
a local Fox TV interview and publicity
event for the car show. Bruce did a
wonderful job as the interviewee.
On 18 Sept., we hosted our 39th annual All
British Car & Cycle Show at Creve Coeur
Memorial Park. We could not have asked
for a better day for a car show. We hosted
184 cars on the field and had an additional
23 paid entrants that could not make it on
that day. The crowds were large and lots of
enthusiasm by all. We had many Club
members participating in preparation and
conduct of the show. My thanks to all
participants. You put on a great event. A
montage of several of the cars is below.
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Paul Summers
October '21
Lastly, this is my last Chairman’s
message, as my tenure as Chairperson is
coming to an end. The past two years have
been a mixture of fun, challenge and trying
to open new doors. Given the COVID
situation, we had to keep everyone engaged
in innovative ways: virtual meetings,
YouTube video tech sessions, socially
distanced rally’s, lots of email
conversations, outside RUBCO’s. But in the
final analysis I think we did OK. We are
certainly not out of the woods on COVID, but
hopefully the next Chairperson will have an
easier go. It has been my privilege to work
with all of you and needless to say, I will
continue to be active in Club activities.
Safety Fast and Safety First!
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What a month! Getting ready
for the Car Show, then finding out
Ann had to have a surgery followed
up with a hospital stay. The part I
liked the least was missing the AllBritish Car Show because the
Kirkwood Greentree parade wasthe
same day as the show and bothof
my granddaughters were in the
parade so I had Papa duty. I hope
the Show and Greentree aren't the
same weekend next year!
I've been spending my garage
time getting the Magnette ready for
the annual Drive your Magnette
Day, 2 October and wrote a couple
of articles for this newsletter from
those tasks.
The article about EvapoRust
was really instigated by a rusted
tailgate latch on the 240 Wagon.
Since 240 Volvos aren't really
plentiful in junkyards anymore, I
decided to see if EvapoRust would
help free up the latch. It did such a
good job that I got excited about
trying it on the Magnette linkage
which it also did well.
I've decided that I better
spend my garage time getting the
work done that requires me to be
outside completed before the
weather changes which is
postponing the V8 assembly until
next month (at which time I'm
hoping Ann is fully recovered).
Which brings me to a change
in the V8 plans that think I'm going
to make.
I've got the Rover 3.9 intake
manifold that will bolt to my V8
and provides me with the fuel
injector bungs, fuel rails with
pressure regulator, plenum and
throttle with IAC and TPS already
as part of the assembly.

I've also got a fabricated fuel
tank with the EFI fuel pump built
in, so I don't have any fuel delivery
problems.
So, it sounds like I've got the
EFI pretty well sussed out. Except,
that there are a couple of parts I
cannot find to save my soul. I need
to add both a crankshaft sensor and
a camshaft sensor to the engine.
The crankshaft sensor is pretty
straightforward using available
Buick V6 parts and adding a trigger
wheel to the harmonic balancer.
The problem is the camshaft
sensor. Buick made a camshaft
sensor that was used on the Grand
National and turbo V6 LeSabres,
they are now literally worth their
weight in gold. The last used one I
found was over $800 and it needed
to be rebuilt.
I can start the process of
fabricating a Cam sensor, but that's
going to take more time. And I still
have to buy a Megasquirt system,
new injectors and probably all new
sensors for the engine.
This is where pragmatism
kicks in. Do I want to build the
ultimate EFI system or do I want to
drive the car?
I'm leaning very heavily to
driving the car and getting a
complete EFI system and
distributor from Holley that will
bolt to the two barrel carb intake I
have for the V8. What makes it
appealing is that the total cost is
less than I would pay for the rest of
the parts I need for the port
injected system and the throttle
body system is backed by Holley.
What do you think? Let me
know at editor@stlouismgclub.com
Safety, Faster!
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—Friday, September 17th—

The Pre-Car Show Picnic
Sponsored by It’s

Alive Automotive
Reported by Glenn Owens

Although Covid-19
prevented the 2020 All
British Car Show, we
were optimistic and
continued with plans for
the 2021 show. The precar show picnic was
well attended and
Stanley and Jim did an
excellent job cooking.
A hot job on a hot day,
but very much
appreciated by all.
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Picnic
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Picnic
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Photo by Paul Summers

A well organized registration is a great
way to start the day and what a day it
was! The weather and the cars were
lovely! Nearly 200 cars were on the field
and what a sight to see.
Photos—Top left: 1925 Rolls Royce. (I
was ten feet away from this car when it arrived and I
couldn’t hear it running.) Top right & right:

Ranney was in charge of the registration
with help from other members of the
club.
Bottom right: One of the most important
parts of the actual show is organizing
the field for the cars. Robert and Andy
started this on Friday afternoon and
then arrived early Saturday morning to
set up the signs.

Page 8

Photo by Paul Summers
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Car show
Left—Best in show,
a 1930 MG Mseries owned by
the club’s
chairperson, Paul
Summers.
Below—Dressing
for the era and
adding a bit of flair
to the show.

Best in show

Panoramic photos illustrate the
beauty of the cars and grounds at
Creve Coeur Park. The show
was well attended and the car
owners and spectators shared
many stories.
Life is good.
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Car Show

Photo by Paul Summers

Attention to
detail and just
enjoying the
activities was
omnipresent.
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Car Show

Photo by Paul Summers

Photo by Paul Summers
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Car Show Results
Congratulations to the award recipients!
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RUBCO

September Roosters on Grand

Retired Unemploye d
British Car Owners
Reported by Glenn Owens

As always, RUBCO oﬀers
and delivers good food
great fellowship, but this
one today had a little
something more for me. I
was not having a typically
good day. This past week,
my MGA just was not
starting as quickly as
normal.

RUBCO has
attracted some
Triumph drivers to
the gatherings. It
just goes to show
that as the name
suggests, RUBCO
is fun for all British
Car Owners.

“Normal” being a one
second starter engagement and then the engine
would take off with the fury
of a thousand jungle
beasts. For several days,
that pattern was gone.
Long starter runs were
needed to get the engine
going. I removed the
distributor and found the
points to be terribly pitted. I
felt confident that this was
going to be a simple task
and I’d be back on the road
again…(sigh)...but that
was not the case for me
and the points. I was, of
course, looking forward to
driving to the RUBCO
breakfast meeting, but the
engine would not start.
[CONTINUED —>

Photos by Andy Ackerman
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RUBCO

Most of the suggestions for
reasons my car would not run
after I had installed the new
points were that I had not put
them in right. This wasn’t
exactly what I wanted to hear,
but British Car Owners know
how to work on cars and they
gladly share that knowledge. I
strongly urge those of you
who meet the criterion for
RUBCO to give it a go and
come to the next breakfast. I
had a “show and tell” with the
distributor and later that day
the “little engine that could”
was starting quickly and
running great. By-the-way, the
points were installed
incorrectly and I’m thinking
that it may be worthwhile to
write a tech article on how to
replace the points. Of course
some say, “Replace those
points with electronic ignition.”
Photos by Andy Ackerman
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Tool Review

By John Perkins

Rust Elimination

Rust is enemy number 1 of any
work on any car. Our MGs have
innumerable places for rust to
develop. Where ever there is steel,
there will be rust. In this note, I'm
not going to discuss bodywork, but
instead focus on the elimination
from rust in mechanisms on the car.
My Magnette has an
interesting mechanism to operate
the bonnet release. There is a long
rod under the dashboard on the left
side that connects to a bell crank
that is attached to the radiator
support. The bellcrank has a second
rod that connects to the bonnet
latch. When the rod under the dash
is pulled, the bellcrank changes the
direction of the force from front-torear to side-to-side, thus operating
the latch and allowing the bonnet to
be opened.
The pivot of the short rod to
the bellcrank is supposed to be a
rivet, but mine was worn out long
ago and replaced with an ill fitting
screw and a couple of nuts.
A friend in the Z-Magnette
Group sent me a radiator to use for a
pattern that was still attached to the
radiator support. Much to my
surprise, the bellcrank, short rod
and latch were still attached to the
radiator support.
I was able to remove the
bellcrank/short rod assembly from
the support but it was rusted to the
point that the pivot no longer
operated. To fix it, I first cleaned a
lot of the rust off of the assembly
using a rotary wire brush wheel
chucked into my drill press. It
worked a treat at removing the
heavy rust. But the pivot between
the rod and bellcrank was still very
tight.

So I got out my EvapoRust. I
bought this gallon of rust remover
about 5 years ago and have been
using it and re-using it ever since. I
poured about a pint of the solution
in a yogurt container and placed the
bell crank/rod assembly in it with
the pivot at the lowest point and
came back about once an hour to
flex the joint to work the fluid in. I
repeated this flexing about five
times through the afternoon and
evening, then let the bellcrank
assembly soak over night in the
EvapoRust.
In the morning, the joint was
working freely and I was able to
rinse off the EvapoRust, dry the
bellcrank assembly with an air hose
followed with lubrication using
white lithium grease. It works as
good as new. I just wish I would
have taken pictures, the change
between rusty and the way it looks
now. It's pretty amazing.
EvapoRust is under $25 for a
gallon at Home Depot, Walmart, and
other stores and I recommend it for
soaking small parts, linkages, etc.
It's a liquid tool for rust
removal.
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Quick Fix for a Leaky Problem
I like the look of a cast aluminum
valve cover on my B-Series Engines. The
problem is that the port on the valve
cover I have to connect the crankcase
breathing hose is a piece of 1/2"
aluminum tubing that is pressed in with
what appears to be a little JB Weld. It has

By John Perkins

This is a picture of my son's
valve cover being done after I did mine.

come loose over time and I didn't want to
use more epoxy, I wanted a permanent
fix.
As it happens, a 12 point 1/2" socket
fits the tap perfectly and furniture clamps
hold the cover securely to my workbench.
As you can see in the next
pictures,with a little ARP Thread sealer
the hose barb fits very nicely on the cover
outside and inside.
My solution is to add a 1/2" hosebarb
with 1/4" NPT threads to replace the glued
in aluminum pipe.

With the valve cover clamped to my
work bench, I ran the 1/4" NPT tap until
about 3/8" of the tap was exposed. NPT
taps are tapered, so you don't want to run
it all the way in. That way the threads on
the hose barb can tighten in the cover well.

I bought a package of 5 hose barbs
from Fastenal for $11. If you don't like the
look of brass, I did see a stainless steel
version of this hose barb on the internet.
Even though the correct tap drill for
1/4" NPT is 7/16", the tap still works well
in the 1/2" hole and the fix took about 15
minutes to complete.
It occurs to me that you could also
use this idea to add a ventilation hose to a
valve cover that doesn't have one. Just be
sure to use the correct tap drill and
position the hose barb toward the top of
the valve cover between cylinders to avoid
any interference. On my valve cover the
barb is between cylinders 3 and 4, Bob's
was dead center between 2 and 3.
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Timing is Everything!
I could probably take the next couple of
newsletters entirely to discuss the different
distributors used in our MGs. But for the sake of
brevity, I'll suffice it to say that there are two basic
configurations: First, distributors whose vacuum
advance is designed to be connected to a ported
vacuum port on a carburetor and Second, those
designed to connected to manifold vacuum, this
second type are normally associated with emissions
control.
There are also racing distributors with no
vacuum advance, but they are not typically used on
street driven cars.
On my ZA Magnette, I use a Lucas CEI
Ignition, which is a GM HEI in disguise. The
distributor was designed for manifold vacuum. The
carburetors are from an MGC, which has ported
vacuum for the distributor and the 3 main 1800
was originally designed for ported vacuum.
Because I added a crossflow head, high
compression pistons, longer duration camshaft and
an exhaust header, I decided that I should stick
with the earlier method of using ported vacuum.
The engine ran well, but always had a bit of
a stumble from idle that I attributed to improper
needles in the 1 3/4" SUs until I started reading
about the effects of ignition timing on performance.
It seems that most performance issues are
generally mis-diagnosed as carburetor problems
when they are really cam timing or ignition timing
issues.
Since I spent a lot of time with the Cam
Card, dial indicator and degree wheel, I am
confident the camshaft is installed correctly, so I
focused on ignition.
Jeff Schlemmer of Advanced Distributors
recurved my distributor to match the performance
characteristics of my modified engine. He also gave
me the spec for the initial advance.
When I originally installed the engine, I set
the timing with the vacuum line disconnected, then
connected it and set the carburetors. Above 2000
rpm, the car ran fine, and it idled well around 900
rpm.
Between idle and 2000 rpm under load is
where I had the issue.
I finally decided to connect the distributor
to the intake manifold the way it was originally
designed. The problem was that the sheetmetal
intake on my car didn't have a manifold vacuum
port. So the intake would have to come off of the
car to add a vacuum port.
I'm including a picture of the intake
manifold before I installed it so you can see what
I'm working with.

By John Perkins

The hose barbs for distributor vacuum ports
on and MG intake manifold have 5/16-24 threads and
use a copper washer for sealing.
Before disassembling anything, I determined
I wanted to add the port at the high point in the
balance tube between the carbs and I marked it with
a center punch. Then I removed the manifold and
drilled a hole 17/64" and tapped the hole for 5/16-24
threads. I used a short 5/16-24 bolt to hold the
appropriate nut in place on the manifold and took it
to a friend with a TIG welder to weld the nut in place.
After welding, a light touch with a fine file made sure
the sealing surface was good.

After reinstalling the manifold and
connecting the distributor, I needed to reset the idle
speed on the carbs. My MG now pulls cleanly from
idle through the entire RPM range.
Some may argue that it doesn't matter where
you connect your vacuum advance, but in my case it
has made a huge difference. I believe it works
because my modified engine appears to like more
advance at low rpm, so using engine vacuum to
advance the timing at low rpm and let the
mechanical advance provide the advance at high rpm
when vacuum is lower seems to be working well.
My recommendation overall is that if you are
having any drive-ability issues, you should verify the
tune-up by first checking the valves and
compression. Then checking the ignition system and
how your distributor should function. You should
look at the fuel system only after the mechanical
and ignition components have been verified and
setup correctly.
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Web Site: www.stlouismgclub.com
Editor E-Mail: editor@stlouismgclub.com

PARTING SHOTS
St. Louis Car Shows and Cruises: http://clubs.hemmings.com/lakerscarclub From the 'Gateway Relay'
1 Oct 21—Memories Car Club Cruise, aka “The Zoo,” at Faith Church, MO 30 and Rahning
Rd. Restricted to 1979 or older cars, 4 PM-9 PM, dash plaques, attendance prizes, 50/50
drawing benefits local food banks.
1 Oct 21—Friday Nights at the Sonic, Kirkwood & Big Bend, 5 PM until ? Every Friday night through October.
2 Oct 21—Drive Your Magnette Day
2 Oct 21—Cars & Coffee/West, SunRise Church, 7116 Twin Chimneys Blvd, O’Fallon, MO, 8-10 AM
2 Oct 21—Knights of Columbus Car Show, Immaculate Conception Church, 411 Palmer Rd, Columbia, IL. Registration 9-11
AM, $20 judged/$15 display, dash plaques and goodie bags to all participants. Awards at 3 PM, live music, concessions available.
More info including early registration at www.kofc6165.org/kc-carshow.html.
3 Oct 21—BSCC Autocross No. 8, Family Arena, St Charles. Show around 9-9:30, $40 for six runs. For more information or to
get on the email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.
3 Oct 21—KSHE 94.7 Klassic Car Show, at the Chesterfield Amphitheater, hosed by Griffin Automotive Design. $20 entry fee,
awards for best interior, body, paint, engine and display. Online registration at https://allevents.in/chesterfield/ksheklassic-carshow/10000168968911563.
9 Oct 21—Cars & Coffee/Fast Lane Classic Cars, 427 Little Hills Industrial Blvd, St Charles, 8-10
9 Oct 21—9th Annual Knights of Columbus Car Show & Swap Meet, 13225 State Rd E, DeSoto. Registration 9 AM-noon,
judging noon to 2 PM, awards at 2:30 PM. Cornhole tournament, 50/50 raffle, pulled pork dinner, BBQ burgers and hotdogs.
Registration for show $20, swap meet $20. Rain date 16 October; for info, contact Beth Novotny (314)306-8173 or the KofC Hall
at (636)586-2594.
16 Oct 21—Annual Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis Concours d’Elegance, on the west lawn at the home of Emily
and John Testrake, 2041 Desloge Estates Drive, Villa Ridge. 10 AM to 4 PM, judging begins at noon with awards presentation at
4 PM. Box lunches and drinks provided by Plaza Jaguar for all show participants, to register or for additional information, including
details on the post-Concours dinner, call up www.jagstl.com.
16 Oct 21—Mascoutah Fall Fest Car Show, downtown. Register 9-noon, $20, dash plaques to the first 150 entries. Attendance
prizes and goody bags, music provided by Hot Rod Nights. For info call Jim at (618)444-7447 or email at
Mascoutahchamber62258@gmail.com.
23 Oct 21—6th Annual SLTOA Fall Colours Drive. Meet at the Taco Bell off the Clark Bridge in Alton at 9:30, cars roll at 10
AM. Plan on a drive through Elsah to the Grafton Winery Vineyards/Eckert’s Farm for a short break, then through Pere Marquette
park and down the River Rod for lunch at Mac’s in downtown Alton.
24 Oct 21—MG Club of St Louis 12th Annual Sporting Clay Shoot, at Blackhawk Valley Hunting, 1259 Brevator Rd, Old
Monroe. Starts at 9 AM, bring a picnic lunch, something to drink (alcohol is strictly forbidden) and your favorite shotgun along 50
or 100 shells and ear protection. Sorry, no shotguns larger than 12 gauge allowed, no shot larger than 7½, no handguns. Costs
will include your shells and $25 per 50 clay birds or $40 per 100 clay birds, available for purchase at the hunt club. This is a shoot
for fun (maybe, bragging rights) event with no prizes awarded, bring family and/or friends; this event is not exclusively for MG club
members. Come on out!
24 Oct 21—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 9, Family Arena, St Charles. Event fee $55, plus a $15 weekend
membership for non-SCCA members; online pre-registration is $45. For more info, monitor https://solo.stlscca.org/.
24 Oct 21—St Louis Region SCCA RallyCross No. 7, Madison, Illinois, off Big Bend Rd, north of WWTR. $50 for members, $65
non-members, spectators are welcome. Visit https://stlrallycross.motorsportreg.com/ for more information or to register.
30 Oct 21—Caffeine & Chrome/Trunk or Treat! Gateway Classic Cars, 1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, Illinois, 9 AM-12 Noon.
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Club Oﬃcers & Support Roles

Name

Address

Paul Summers
Chairman

Cell phone: (314)717-7287

Phone

E-Mail

Home:

Chairman

(636)536-6606 @stlouismgclub.com

16217 Cancun Circle
Drive Wildwood, MO
63040

(314)698-6657

Treasurer
@stlouismgclub.com

412 Glenmeadow Drive,
Ballwin, MO 63011

(636)227-3449

Secretary
@stlouismgclub.com

5211 Heege Rd.
Affton, MO 63123

(314)578-4132 Events@stlouismgclub.com

Tom Hurlbert
Membership

Membership
409 Spring Valley Court (314)565-7749
@stlouismgclub.com
Chesterﬁeld, MO 63017

John Perkins
Newsle er Editor

431 Gunnison Gorge Dr
Wildwood, MO 63011

(314)378-0967 Editor@stlouismgclub.com

Registrars

Name

Pre-war

Bob Horzmann

(636)227-3449 Pre-war@stlouismgclub.com

T-Series

Paul Summers

314)717-7287 TSeries@stlouismgclub.com

MGA/Magne e

Robert Guinness (573)898-5864 mga-magne e@stlouismgclub.com

MGB/MGC

Marcus Tezaﬀ

(770)596-2127 mgb-mgc@stlouismgclub.com

Spridget

Bruce Hamper

(314)822–4831 spridget@stlouismgclub.com

Cars In Boxes

Walt Murphy

(314)645-1665 carsinboxes@stlouismgclub.com

Other Marques

Byron Golﬁn

(314)469-7146 othermarques@stlouismgclub.com

Steve Cross
Treasurer
Bob Horzmann
Secretary
Roger Douglas
Events Chairman

Phone

E-Mail

FOR A FULL LISTING OF UPCOMING EVENTS, CLASSIFIED ADS, AND MUCH MORE,
BROWSE OUR EXCELLENT WEB SITE AT:

h p://www.stlouismgclub.com/

