
Let’s try to bring back the Photo Challenge.  The idea 
is to get pictures of your MGs in ‘action’.  For the Month 
of February, take a couple of pictures of your MG with 
your Valentine to send to me at Editor@stlouismgclub.
com.  I’ll print all of the pictures I receive and select the 
best one to put on the first page of the Newsletter.  The 
up coming holiday party will be a good time to get your 
MG out with your Valentine.  You won’t get points for 
identifying your MG as your Valentine.

Fun Fact:  Feb. 22 will 
not only be a Tuesday, 
but a ‘Twos’ day.  It will be 
2/22/22.  At 10:22pm it will 
be 22:22 on 2/22/22.

The Editor’s granddaughter 
posing with his ZA Magnette.
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 The  February 
meeting will not be 
held on Valentine’s 
Day and will be 
moved to either 
15th Feb or held in 
conjunction with 
the Holiday Party 
on the 19th.
Note: The MG Club 
Holiday Party has 
been moved to the 
19th of  February.
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January 2022 Meeting Minutes
The meeting was held on WebEx 

due to the upturn in COVID. The 
meeting started at 7:02 with Andy 
reviewing a successful can food drive 
Over 700 food items were donated. 
The treasurer’s report followed with 
Bob Bentzinger reporting the account 
have $12,411.97. A motion was made 
and carried to accept last month 
minutes. 

Upcoming activities were discussed 
beginning with plans for the Holiday 
Dinner. We have rescheduled, which 
is hopeful, and reached the number of 
registrations to meet our break over 
point, which is terrific.

The Pinewood derby will be held 
March 27th. Unfortunately our 
previous location now want money to 
rent the normally empty location and 
want a guaranteed minimum tab for 
the food. We have made other plans. 
Please watch for updates.

The Missouri Endurance Rally is in 
the planning stage with Tom Hurlburt 
as rally master.

Projects included Bob Bentzinger 
making a crow’s foot adaptor that 
allows you to torque fasteners in 
difficult places but increases the 
torque. 

John Mangles is working on items 
for the Holiday Party.

Rich Berger is working to revive 
seats with leather conditioner. 

Old business was a review of the 
light tour that didn’t happen this year. 
Probably time for a rest.

Ranney officially retired after 60 
years at Emerson Electric. Way to 
hold down a job.

Attending the meeting or appearing 
on screen were;

Andy Ackerman, J.Vivian, Rog 
Morgan, Bob Bentzinger, Marty 
Hanley, John Mangles, Lane Palmer, 
Pete and Carolyn Westbay, Roger 
Douglas, Allen Deker, Byron and 
Carolyn Golfin, Rich Berger, Ranney 
Dohogne, Bruce Hamper, Chris 
Kresser, John Perkins, Stanley 
Wagner, and Bob Horzmann

Submitted by Bob Horzmann



  /  3 

Upcoming Activities
Hi folks, 

 Mark your calendars for the 
upcoming February events:

1st February 22: Activities 
Committee meeting: We will meet via 
WebEx.

14th February 22: REGULAR 
CLUB MEETING POSTPONED. It’s 
Valentine’s Day!

 The regular club meeting for 
February will take place either on the 
15th of February or in conjunction 
with the Holiday Party on the 19th of 
February 2022.

19th February 22: Holiday Party, 
6-10pm, Maggiano’s Little Italy, #2 
The Boulevard St. Louis, Richmond 
Heights, MO 63117

21st February 22: Tech session, 
(More details to follow).

24th February 22: RUBCO, 9:30am 
(More details to follow)

15th March 22: Club Meeting,  
Ferguson Brewing Company, 418 S. 
Florissant Rd., Ferguson, MO 63135, 
6:00pm

  A big Thank You goes out to Tom 
Hurlbert for stepping up to organize 
the endurance rally coming up this 
Spring.

THE PINEWOOD DERBY WILL BE 
HELD ON SUNDAY, 27TH MARCH 
22.

Hope to see you on the road.

Roger
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Chairman’s Report

Happy New Year and welcome to 2022!  
We head into February knowing that in just 
a few more weeks the worst of the winter 
temperatures will be over and we will be 
complaining about the spring rains.  Today 
though, looking through the window at 
the garage, I realize that it is just too cold 
(5-degrees F) to ponder working on the 
car and will put it off until it gets a little bit 
warmer.  Not that I have some major project 
that I am working on, but there is always 
something to improve or mediate and I just 
love making little tweaks to the MG’s.

We had our first technical session of the 
year at It’s Alive Automotive.  Jeff Homsher 

did a great job of showing us how to polish 
cars in 3 steps and how to remedy minor 
imperfections.   Surprisingly, the meeting 
was well attended (due to fears regarding 
covid) and we were able to maintain good 
covid prevention protocols.  Again, many 
thanks to Jeff - try and support our local 
repair shops.  Our events committee 
is meeting in early February to bring 
together another session.  Please get back 
to Roger Douglass or me with your ideas or 
suggestions for a subject to discuss.  

Two important events are coming in 
February.  The Triumph Club is having the 
Polar Bear Run on February 20th and we 
have our Annual Holiday Party on February 
19th.  The Polar Bear run is always a lot 
of fun and will be a short drive through 
West County ending at Big Chef Roadhouse 
in Glencoe.  We usually have a strong 
contingent of MGs, so please start your 
preparations for a cold and exhilarating 
event. Since we postponed the holiday party, 
this has enabled more people to attend 
so there have been some benefits to the 
delay.   I continue to worry about Covid and 
hopefully we will see a drop in cases towards 
the end of the month.  

Please remember that our March meeting 
will be at Ferguson Brewing Company on 
TUESDAY March 15th.  We have not been 
there in many years but the food is great 
and they have a very cozy meeting room on 
the second floor.  Looking forward to the end 
of winter and ongoing Covid blues, I remain 
optimistic about sunny times again!

Safety Fast! And Motor on!

Andy
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From the Editor’s Garage
As I work on this issue of the Metro 

Gazette, am I finally working with my 
Adobe InDesign software to build a 
template that will be easier for me to 
add content so it is less work to produce 
each issue and get a more professional 
result (I hope).  This template is my first 
iteration.  I’ll refine it over the next few 
issues based on feedback I get from you, 
the readers.  Let me know what you 
like and what needs to be fixed so I can 
make this newsletter the best it can be to 
support the MG Club of St. Louis.

The things I like the best about using 
InDesign are easily flowing text into 
mutliple columns, the ease of adding 
pictures and graphics and being able to 
have the software flow text around them 
and the nearly infinite ability to make 
the page layouts anyway I need to change 
them to help make articles present 
well.  Also, there is the ability to make 
the Metro Gazette work for multiple 
output formats.  If the Club decides 
they would rather have the newsletter 
be setup for mobile device access I can 
quickly accomodate that.  At the present, 
I am using a print format so that the 
newsletter can be printed for hardcopy 
use or viewed on a laptop.

Let me know what you would like.

Also, this is a plea for content.  I need 
more input from the Club to fill the pages 
with interesting articles.  Everyone in 
the Club has a story to tell about their 
first MG, why they got an MG, or the 
story of a trip, excursion or roadside 

repairs.  Write it up, include photos and 
send it to me to share with everyone 
else.

Is there any interest in reviving the 
monthly Photo Challenge?  I let it drop 
after people stopped sending in photos 
for it.

I have to admit that I got a subscription 
to Motortrend TV to be able to stream 
the Car Show content I like without 
commercials.  I was horrified to find 
a really nice MGC-GT Automatic 
undergoing the knife on Episode 2, 
Season 5 of Texas Metal.  The guys at 
Ekstensive Metal Works in Houston are 
known for building over-the-top 4x4 
pickups or low riders, but John Cena (a 
professional wrestler and actor) sent 
them a really nice MGC-GT automatic 
and they really talked the car down 
before cutting it up to put an LS V8 with 
a 6-speed stick and a Sebring Kit on it.  

It isn’t finished yet, but it is sad to see 
a really nice car get cut up.  I would have 
gladly traded my MGC-GT that needs 
a full restoration for that one so they 
wouldn’t have taken a good car out of 
circulation.  In the end, the owner can 
do what he wants to his own car, but I’d 
rather they ‘customize’ wrecks than 
destroy a good one.

 Safety Faster!

 Perkins   



For nearly ten years, I have had fuel 
problems of one sort or another with my 
Bugeye Sprite.  I cleaned the gas tank and 
installed a new fuel sending unit in 2012.  
The dash fuel gauge responded well for the 
first summer, but after one season the gauge 
always read empty.  I resorted to filling 
the tank every one hundred miles.  The 
second problem was more annoying.  I had 
occasional fuel starvation.  I attributed it 
to vapor lock due to use of the mechanical 
fuel pump and modern volatile fuels.  
It exhibited classic fuel pump failure 
symptoms. The car ran fine most of the time.  
However, after parking at the store on a hot 
summer day it would either die in the first 
50 feet or have problems restarting.  After 
a suitable cooling off period, it would once 
again start and run great.

A few years ago, I added an electronic 
fuel pump in the rear of the car in the 
same position used in later Midgets.  That 
solved the problem for a couple of years, but 
eventually the fuel starvation returned with 
a vengeance.  This past spring, I found that 
no fuel was delivered to the carbs even with 
two in line fuel pumps.  It was time to drop 
the gas tank.

There were two distinct types of gauge-
sending unit combinations used with early 
MG Midgets and AH Sprites.  They work 
in completely different manners, with the 
earlier units giving very fast movement 
of the gauge needle and the later models 
exhibiting a dampened response.  The early 
combination was used from 1958-67 and 
found primarily on Spridgets having 948 
and 1098 engines.  It was also used in the 
first year of the 1275 models in 1967.  The 
later combination was introduced in 1968 
and used for the remaining 1275 engine 

MG Midgets and Sprites. With the gas tank 
removed, both types of units are easy to 
test.  You can use the car as the test rig by 
connecting the sending unit without the gas 
tank at the rear of the car and attaching a 

ground lead to the body of the sending unit.  
This allows you to check all aspects of the 
system; sending unit response, wiring to the 
units and the dashboard gauge.  With the 
convertible top down, it is possible to move 
the sending unit through its entire range 
and view the response on the gauge.  I also 
used this method to test the gauge in my ’69 
Sprite to see how the different gauges would 
respond. For the ’69, I did not remove the 
gas tank.  Instead I used an extra sending 
unit and attached it directly to the gauge 
using jumper lead wires.  This does not 
check the connection from the dash to the 
rear of the car, but does test your sending 
unit and gauge.  In both cases you can test 
the relative response to the sending unit for 
full, empty and everything in between.  But 
there is an interesting difference based on 
the interworking of the two type of gauges.  
Removing the ground test lead from the 
body of the sending unit creates an open 
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Spridget Fuel Tank and Sending 
Unit Repair



circuit.  With the older style gauge, the 
open circuit results in a full reading on the 
gauge.  With the newer post ’67 gauge, an 
open circuit registers as empty.  You can 
also ground the sending unit wire and test 
the gauges.  Again, opposite results are 
obtained.  With the sending wire to ground 
the older unit reads empty and the newer 
unit reads full (see table).  There’s a nice 
explanation of these gauges and many 
other electrical topics in Rick Astely’s MGB 
Electrical Systems.

With respect to the fuel gauge issue, I did 
not know whether the sending unit, gauge 
or connections were at fault until I removed 
the tank.  The plastic float was filled with 
gas and even after removal and attempted 
draining was nearly half full with gasoline.  
The level of gas in the float is outlined in the 
photo.  The sending unit checked out, so I 
replaced the float with the brass unit (Moss 
360-646).  

With the fuel gauge problem resolved, I 
could investigate the fuel starvation issue.  
Before starting this repair, I had a full tank 

of gas in the Sprite.  I siphoned the tank 
and transferred the gas to the ’69 Sprite. 
Just for the record, I did not use the age old 
mouth siphon technique.  That’s something 
we did in our youth, but no more! They 
have really nice manual pump and tubing 
systems available at auto parts stores.  The 
tank was plugged and would not deliver fuel 
through even after washing with solvent.  
After removal of the tank and sending unit, 
you are able to see the pickup tube in the 
tank.  But it is not readily accessible.  I could 
see it with a flashlight and reach it with a 

long screwdriver.  I 
have heard that you 
can knock out the filter 
on the pickup tube with 
a long screwdriver 
and hammer.  I didn’t 
have any luck with that 
approach.  Ordinary 

pliers were not long enough to grab it.  I 
purchased an extended reach long needle 
nose pliers for the job.  These pliers allowed 
me to grab the filter at the base of the pickup 
tube and yank it out.  It took a number of 
tries to completely destroy the plastic filter 
and remove it.  

It is possible that the pickup tube in the 
gas tank was plugged by an earlier gas tank 
treatment.  A gas tank sealer had been used 
on the tank as evidenced by the white color 
of the interior surface.  I appears as though 
the rest of the surface is in good condition, 
but that is something I will need to watch.  
There has been an ongoing discussion of 
various online forums of the pros and cons 
of gas tank sealers.  I won’t weigh in, except 
to say that the pickup tube in my tank had 
a not so nice white plastic covering the 
filter.  I added an external filter just before 
the electronic fuel pump in the rear.  After 
half a dozen fill-ups and about 1000 miles, 
everything is working fine.  Life is good!

Bruce C. Hamper       
              Photos by the author
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The MG M-Type Midget
Since purchasing my 1930 M-Type, 

I have become really enamored with 
the history and characteristics of this 
vehicle. As a result, I wanted to share 
my experience with our members.

One day I was just looking at BaT.
com and came across a gentleman in 
Vancouver selling this M-Type. I loved 
the look of the car, but knew nothing 
of its history or characteristics. The 
auction was scheduled to occur in 
3 days. As a result, I found myself 
looking up and absorbing everything I 
could find on the car and spoke to the 
seller several times. 

The M-Type was first offered for sale 
in the 1928 London Auto Show for 
£175. Production deliveries occurred 
from 1929 to 1932. Specifications 
cited were: 847 cc 20 bhp motor 
with a 64 mph top speed (maybe on 
a 45 degree downhill); 0-60 in 45 sec 
(maybe being pulled by my Tesla); 
curb weight of 1120 lbs.; an overhead 
cam, 4 cyl engine; 40 mpg with a 
gravity feed fuel system; 3-speed 

transmission; cable brakes; adjustable 
shocks for all 4 wheels; a live rear 
axle with semi-elliptic leaf springs; 
and most interesting, a fabric covered 
body. The body design changed to 
all metal in 1931. The M-type had 
considerable sporting success, both 
privately and with official teams 
winning gold medals in the 1929 
Land’s End Trial and class wins in 
the 1930 “Double Twelve” race at 
Brooklands. An entry was also made 
in the 1930 Le Mans 24 hour, but 
neither of the cars finished.

 I had never purchased a classic 
car without traveling to see the car 
first-hand, so this was, undoubtedly, 
a risky venture. After pleading with 
my wife (for just one more car), I 
decided to bid in the on-line auction… 
and won. The next step was shipping 
across country lines, which proved 
to be more difficult than anticipated. 
The seller was very supportive and 
helped with the logistics of getting the 
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When viewing the videos on BaT.com 
I noticed that the car “smoked” a bit 
during driving. The seller indicated 
that his mechanic thought new piston 
rings would solve the problem and 
also noted that “ALL M-types smoked 
a bit”. Well…. When I first drove the 
car to the ,”Gathering of the Faithful” 
event in Chesterfield, Bob Horzmann 
can attest to the fact that I polluted 
the air in Chesterfield equaling an 
Extinction Level Event      . 

Luckily, Brooklands Restoration 
agreed to take on the effort to 
diagnose and repair the motor, which 
took several months. The culprit 
was a “fitting” on the aft end of the 
camshaft that was leaking oil, which 

car out of Canada. For some reason, 
Canada views classic cars like jewelry 
and is typically somewhat resistive of 
releasing them. But after paying the 
required duties, we were successful 
shipping across the border.

led to the extensive smoke trail. 
Needless to say, finding parts for cars 
of this age is always difficult and, 
in many cases, parts have to be re-
constructed and machined to meet 
past specifications.

Happily, the M-Type 
is now sitting in 
my Car-Condo and 
driven every month 
around the condo 
courtyard. I have yet 
to take it on the road. 
Another interesting 
characteristic is that 
the pedals are very 
close together, which 
means I have to 
drive it in my size 11 
stocking feet, and the 
order of thepedals 
are different: from 

left-right is: clutch; gas; brake. You 
have to create some new muscle 
memory to effectively drive the car.

 I love the uniqueness of these old 
cars and hope to add to my collection 
in the future…. (just one more car 
dear  ).

   Paul Summers
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Tech Session Photos
Photos from the 24 January Tech Session 

at It’s Alive by Andy Ackerman.
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MG Parts for Sale
MGA Parts: Bonnet (2-Alloy) $40 & $80; Boot lid (2-Alloy) - $50 & $75; Left front fender - $35; 
Doors (Alloy): Left (1) and right (2) - $50 each; Left and right rear fenders - $25 each; Folding 
top frame - $25; Fuel tank - $20; Door hinges (set of 4) - $20; Aluminum oil cooler (2) - $15 each; 
Removable Fiberglass hardtop (not complete) - $40; Complete rolling chassis - $100; Misc. other 
MGA parts.

MGB Parts: Bucket seats (pair)(62-68) w/new white leather coverings (very nice) - $200; dash-
board (62-67) - $30, oil gauges, temp gauges, clock - $10 each; Body side moulding set (62-80)(2 
sets, plated steel) - $20 per set of 6; Grille (62-69 good ribs) - $20; Complete sway bar (3/4” 62-80) 
- $15; “split-branch” exhaust manifold (2)(12H 3911 or 12H709) - $45 each; Alloy intake manifold 
(62-71, 2-SU?) $15; Misc. other MGB parts.

‘74-1/2 MGB Parts:  Complete steering column w/switches and key (73-80?) - $25; Pistons, 1800 
(set of 4, .010”, .020”, or .030” over???) - free; drive shaft for “with overdrive” - free; Complete 1800 
“short block” (‘79 I think?) - $80; New in package Moss 217-200 MG shop apron - $10

Call or text Ron Birke at 314-249-7604 or email at rongwn@gmail.com for pictures
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NAMGAR GT-47
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NAMGBR MG 2022
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Parting Shots
10 Feb 22—International Drive Your Triumph Day ’22. Good prep for the 

Polar Bear; get your car out for a run, get photos and email to Rye Livingston, 
Triumph Travelers Sports Car Club, at driveyourtriumphday@gmail.com. 
Photos will get posted online and appear in an issue of The Vintage Triumph.

16 Feb 22—St Louis Chapter BMWCCA February Breakfast Social, 9 AM-
10:30 AM, location TBA, monitor https://stlbmwcca.org/.

19 Feb 22—Rescheduled MG Club of St Louis Holiday Party, at Maggiano’s 
Little Italy, 2 The Boulevard, Richmond Heights, 6-10 PM, free parking 
available in the next door garage. Family style, pre-ordered menu and cash 
bar, food, drinks, Trivial Pursuit competition and camaraderie. On the honor 
system, participants must be vaccinated; if not, the MG Club will refund your 
reservation fee. Mask wearing in restaurant outside of the party room is 
strongly encouraged. Sign up online at www.stlouismgclub.com/buy-stuff, $20 
per person for members and guests, $35 for non-members.

20 Feb 22—Polar Bear Run ’22. DATE CHANGE. SLTOA’s oldest continuously 
running event and traditional season-opener. Meet at 11 AM at the BP station 
at Chesterfield Airport Road and Olive Street Road, west end of Chesterfield. 
Cars roll at 11:30 for a 30-mile drive around west county, followed by lunch 
at the Big Chief Roadhouse, 17352 Manchester Rd, Wildwood, old US 66. The 
bear’s waiting!

20 Feb 22—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis I Got My Ass Kicked By A 
White Mule Rallye. Meet at 9 AM at the St Louis Bread Co, 10740 Sunset Hills 
Plaza (SW corner of Watson Rd and Lindbergh) for coffee and a bagel, first 
car heads out at 9:45 AM. Lunch at the White Mule Winery near Owensville. 
$20 per person for all you can eat fried chicken or roast beef, lunch includes 
vegetables, salad, dessert and water, tea or soda. Please RSVP to Jim Hendrix 
at jhendrix@curtispack.com (314)406-2481 or Phil Taxman at ssjagman@aol.
com or (314)761-5913.

26 Feb 22—Coffee, Coffee & Cars, at Just Jags, 7113 N Hanley Rd, 9-11 AM.

26 Feb 22—Caffeine & Chrome, Gateway Classic Cars of St Louis, 1237 
Central Park Drive, O’Fallon, Illinois, 9 AM.

St. Louis Car Shows and Cruises: http://clubs.hemmings.com/lakerscarclub



MG Club of St. Louis Officers and Support Staff
Position Name      Address  Phone    Email

Chairman Andy Ackerman    (314)325-6337  Chairman@stlouismgclub.com

Treasurer Bob Bentzinger           Treasurer@stlouismgclub.com

Secretary Bob Horzmann 412 Glenmeadow Dr. (636)227-3449  Secretary@stlouismgclub.com
     Ballwin, MO 63011

Events Roger Douglas 5211 Heege Road (314)578-4132  Events@stlouismgclub.com
     Affton, MO 63123

Membership Paul Summers (314)717-7287 (636)536-6606 Membership@stlouismgclub.com

Editor  John Perkins  431 Gunnison Gorge (314)378-0967  Editor@stlouismgclub.com
     Wildwood, MO 63011

Registrars  Name  Phone  E-Mail
Pre-war  Bob Horzmann (636)227-3449  Pre-war@stlouismgclub.com

T-Series  Paul Summers (314)717-7287  TSeries@stlouismgclub.com

MGA/Magnette Robert Guinness (573)898-5864  mga-magnette@stlouismgclub.com

MGB/MGC  Marcus Tetzaff (770)596-2127 mgb-mgc@stlouismgclub.com

Spridget  Bruce Hamper (314)822–4831 spridget@stlouismgclub.com

Cars In Boxes Walt Murphy  (314)645-1665 carsinboxes@stlouismgclub.com

Other Marques Byron Golfin  (314)469-7146  othermarques@stlouismgclub.com

FOR A FULL LISTING OF UPCOMING EVENTS, CLASSIFIED ADS, AND MUCH 
MORE,  BROWSE OUR EXCELLENT WEB SITE AT:

http://www.stlouismgclub.com/
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Club Organization


